
The Messenger
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Churh

APRIL 2012

MARK THE DATES
April 1: HOLY UNCTION, St. John’s Church, 6:00 pm
April 7: LAZARUS SATURDAY (Last scheduled confession times)
April 8: ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM
April 9-15: GREAT AND HOLY WEEK (see detailed schedule)
April 15: GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA; The Resurrection of our Lord
April 21-22: Visit of His Grace, Bishop Benjamin

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

CHRIST IS RISEN!! INDEED HE IS RISEN!!
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by Saint Basil the Great
Archbishop of Caesarea

in Cappadocia

These words by the blessed Saint 
are fuel for the homestretch of 
Great Lent and our entrance into 
the Mystery of Holy Week, the Pas-
sion of our Lord, and His glorious 
Resurrection. Through the prayers 
of our Holy Father Basil the Great, 
Lord Jesus Christ, may we see the 
light of Your Resurrection!

“And let them rule the fish.” It was 
given to you to rule the irrational 
fish, thus you became ruler of ir-
rational passion.
 “And let them rule the wild 
beasts.” You rule every wild 
beast. So, you say, what beasts 
do I have in my self? Indeed 
you have thousands, and a great 
crowd of beasts in yourself. 
And do not consider this state-
ment to be an outrage. Anger is 
a little beast when it barks in the 
heart. Is it not wilder than every 
dog? Is not the deceit lurking in 
a deceitful soul harder to tame 
than every lurking bear? Is not 

hypocrisy a beast? Is not one 
sharp in insults a scorpion? Is 
not one who in hiding strikes out 
in revenge more dangerous than 
viper? Is the greedy person not 
a rapacious wolf? What kind of 
beast is not in us? Is not the one 
mad for women a raging horse? 
For Scripture says, “They have 
become horses mad for women, 
each neighing toward his neigh-
bor’s wife” (Jeremiah 5:8). It does 
not say he spoke to the women, 
but he neighed. It transferred him 
to the nature of those without 
reason, because of the passion 
with which he associated himself. 
Therefore there are many beasts 
in us.
 Have you truly become ruler 
of beasts if you rule those outside 
but leave those within ungov-
erned? Will you rule truly in rul-
ing the lion by your reason and 
despising its roar, but gnashing 
your teeth and emitting inarticu-
late sounds as the anger within 
all at once strives to attack? What 
is more dangerous than this, 
when a human being is ruled 
by passion, when anger pushes 
reason aside, not consenting to 
reason within, and takes upon 

itself governance of the soul?
 You are indeed created ruler, 
ruler of passions, ruler of beasts, 
ruler of creeping things, ruler of 
winged creatures. Do not have 
airy thoughts, nor be light and 
unstable in mind. You were ap-
pointed to rule winged things. 
You are out of place if you strike 
down external flying things, 
yourself being light and lofty. Do 
not be filled with smoke, do not 
be flighty, do not think things 
greater than human nature; when 
complimented, do not go above 
nature, do not glorify yourself, do 
not consider yourself to be some-
thing great. For thus you will be 
an unstable winged creature, car-
ried about this way and that by 
an unsteady nature.
 Rule the thoughts in your-
self, that you may become ruler 
of all beings. Thus the rule we 
have been given over the ani-
mals trains us to rule the things 
belonging to ourselves. For it 
is misplaced to be governed at 
home and govern nations, to be 
ruled within by a prostitute and 
be mayor of the city by public 
consent. It is necessary that 
household affairs be managed 



well and that good order within 
be arranged, and thus to receive 
authority over others. Since the 
word of Scripture will be turned 
back at you by those you rule if 
your household affairs are disor-
derly and disorganized, namely, 
“Physician, heal yourself” (Luke 
4:23). Let us heal ourselves first. 
 Nobody is condemned for not 
catching a lion, but one who will 
not govern anger is ridiculous to 
everyone. So one who does not 
prevail over his own passion is 
led to condemnation, while one 
who cannot prevail over wild 
beasts does not appear to have 
done anything worthy of blame.
 To Him be glory and domin-
ion unto ages of ages. Amen.

(On the Human Condition,
 Discourse One)

Feastdays
Please join us for the following 
festal celebrations during April.

LAZARUS SATURDAY
April 7
Matins, 6:30 pm (Fri)
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am (Sat)

PALM SUNDAY
April 8
Vespers/Litiya, 5:00 pm (Sat)
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am (Sun)
Bridegroom Matins, 6:30 pm

HOLY WEEK/PASCHA
HOLY MON, TUES, WED
April 9, 10, 11
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts,
 8:00 am (Each Day)
Bridegroom Matins, 6:30 pm
(Each Day)

HOLY THURSDAY
April 12
Vesperal Liturgy, 9:00 am
Matins/Passion Gospels, 6:30 pm 

HOLY FRIDAY
April 13
Vespers of Holy Friday, 3:00 pm
Matins of Holy Saturday, 6:30 pm

HOLY SATURDAY
April 14
Vesperal Liturgy, 9:00 am
(First Proclamation of the
 Resurrection of Christ!)

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
April 15
Nocturnes, PASCHAL MATINS, 
PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY,
11:30 pm (Sat Night)
Blessing of Baskets

Vespers of Pascha, 12:00 pm 
(Sunday Noon)

BRIGHT MONDAY
April 16
Paschal Liturgy, 9:00 am

Coffee Hour Schedule
Apr 1: Wilkalis
Apr 8: Dresko et al.
Apr 15: PASCHA
Apr 22: AGAPE MEAL
Apr 29:

Church Cleaning Schedule
Apr 1: Asefai and others
Apr 8: CHURCH CLEAN UP
Apr 15: Dresko & others
Apr 22: 
Apr 29: Bokre

Confessions/Fasting
During Lent, all Orthodox • 
Christians make the journey 
to the Sacrament of Confes-
sion. Father will be avail-
able before each Liturgy of 
the Presanctified Gifts and 
after Vespers on Saturday 
evenings. As usual, Father 
does not mind making ap-
pointments! There will be no 
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the usual service on the second 
Sunday of the month.

Holy Week Help
The Tomb Watch sign-up list • 
is available in the vestibule 
of the church. We need vol-
unteers to keep the church 
open and a “watch” held over 
the Tomb of Christ on Holy 
Friday night (April 13) and all 
day Holy Saturday (April 14). 
Please sign up. We need at 
least two adults for every slot.
The 15 Old Testament read-• 
ings done during the Holy Sat-
urday liturgy need volunteers. 
We would like the slots to 
be filled with as many young 
people as possible. See Juliana 
Dresko to volunteer.

More Joy!
His Grace, Bishop Benjamin, 
will be making a pastoral visit 
to our parish on the weekend 
after Pascha, April 21-22. Please 
plan to join us in welcoming our 
archpastor to the parish! We will 
have our annual Paschal Agape 
Meal on Thomas Sunday during 
the bishop’s visit.

Grave Blessings
Father John will be blessing 
graves on two days. On Thomas 
Sunday afternoon, April 22, we 
will start in Boulder City at 2:00 
pm. We will meet at the Veteran’s 
Cemetery first, then move to the 
Municipal Cemetery. Around 3:00 
pm, we will be at Davis Cemetery 
on Eastern.
 On Tuesday, April 24, the 
Day of Rejoicing, we will be at 
Palm Downtown at 10:00 am, 
then move to Palm Eastern after-
wards. A list is available in the 
vestibule for anyone else desiring 
a different location.

scheduled confessions after 
the Eve of Palm Sunday, April 
7th. Everyone is asked to come 
for confession by then. Only 
extreme circumstances and 
needs will be considered if you 
seek an appointment after 
that date.
Fasting for the Wednesday • 
and Friday Liturgies of the 
Presanctified Gifts is no food, 
drink, etc., all day if your 
health permits it, but at least 
from the noontime meal.

Holy Unction
Our last pan-Orthodox service of 
the lenten season will a joint cel-
ebration of the Sacrament of Holy 
Unction on Sunday, April 1st, at 
St. John’s Church. There will be 
NO other Holy Unction service 
at St. Paul’s. We will serve Bride-
groom Matins on Holy Wednes-
day evening as prescribed in the 
calendar of the Orthodox Church 
in America.

Lazarus Saturday
On April 6-7, we will have the 
celebration of the Resurrection 
of Lazarus. As has become our 
custom, we will celebrate the 
Proskomedia Service (preparing 
the bread and wine for liturgy) as 
an object lesson for our children 
in the center of the church. Fol-
lowing liturgy, we will assemble 
the palms and willows for the 
celebration that evening of Palm 
Sunday vigil and blessing. ALL 
CHILDREN ARE ASKED TO BE 
PRESENT.

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy 
will not be held in April due 
to the Holy Week and Paschal 
cycle of services. Fr. Alexander 
anticipates returning in May for 
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Father Away
Father John will be out of town in 
San Francisco for the meeting of 
the Bishop’s Advisory Committee 
and the Diocesan Council. He will 
leave on April 25 and return on 
April 26.

Dome Iconography Project
Eight seraphim for the dome are 
done and delivered.  The Pan-
tocrator icon is now being done 
— the face of Christ is eleven 
feet long! Sometime after Pas-
cha, Vladimir Krassovsky, our 
iconographer, will be coming to 
St. Paul’s for the installation. This 
will be the most costly part of the 
icon project. If you have thought 
about it, now is the time to make 
a special donation to our restrict-
ed Icon Fund to help pay for the 
project.

Feed the Hungry
Our next scheduled date is Satur-
day, May 19th. Join us!
 We are asking for assistance 
in doing this project. If you can 
donate any of the items needed 
for the lunches, it would be ap-
preciated. We also have a need 
for basic toiletries: toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, etc. If you 
have any travel size items, leave 
them in the bin in the church 
vestibule. Thank you!

Church Cleaning
Our schedule for the weekly 
clean-up of the church needs vol-
unteers. The duty is easy, takes 
two hours at the most, and you 
can do it at your convenience as 
Father will provide a key and en-
try instructions. Please consider 
offering some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. A sign-up list is available 
in the church.
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Coffee Chat
We meet on Thursdays, at 10:00 
am at El Rancho on Pecos and 
Russell. After the chat on April 
5th, we will take a rest for Holy 
Week, Pascha and other com-
mitments. We will resume the 
chats on May 3rd.

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 

twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
March 20, 2012 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
San Francisco Diocesan • 
Council Meeting; April 25-26, 
2012. Father John will be out 
of town for those meetings.
May 22: Father will be out of • 
town for a week. Matushka 
Liz will be having shoulder 
surgery. Father Aaron will 
conduct the services.
Father John has requested • 
the council for an extra week-
end off to attend to a special 
personal commitment. This is 
above and beyond the normal 
vacation time allowed. The 
council approved.

Vice President: Laura Draskovic 
reported that Natalia Minkoff is 
unable to attend Tuesday Parish 
Council Meetings.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed reports to council 
members earlier via e-mail. 
Everything is going well. She 
reported that people seem to be 
taking their pledge very seri-
ously. After discussion, the pay 
period for Father was changed to 
the second and last Sundays of 
each month (it was the 15th and 
30th). This does not change the 
package - only the dates.

 We have $6,133.20 in 
outstanding bills that have not 
been paid to date. This is being 
reduced monthly and we an-
ticipate being free of all back 
obligations by April.

Income for February was: 
$17,979.00, and expenses 
of $17,112.72 for surplus of 
$869.28. 

YTD 2/29/12
2012 YTD Inc $ 43,213.74
2012 YTD Exp $ 38,187.29 
Inc over Exp $ 5,026.45

Buildings and Grounds: 
On Saturday, March 24, Harry • 
will paint the remaining dome 
area by the choir loft and the 
walls by the icon stance. He 
will remove any remaining 
painters tape and paper.  
There is a possible leak in the • 
corner of the side entrance 
door that Harry will be check-
ing out.
The hall floor is due for wax-• 
ing and buffing. It was recom-
mended to Father John upon 
installation that this be done 
twice a year to extend the life 
of the flooring to 30 years. 
The dates picked were Pascha 
and Christmas. Discussion fol-
lowed with recommendation 
that we have it done profes-
sionally.
The Okaloosa property con-• 
tinues to have water prob-
lems. The family who reside 
at the base of the property 
are complaining that they 
want relief from this problem. 
Father John has contacted 
Alan Buttell regarding this 
situation. Alan has advised 
that we not respond at this 
time. Discussion followed.
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Church School: 
Father reminded everyone about 
Lazarus Saturday. This is a Sat-
urday especially for the children. 
Last year there was not one 
child. present He is asking that 
all church school teachers really 
push for the children to attend.

Youth:
At the time of the Parish • 
Council Meeting, Stephen 
has 3 youths attending the 
Wrangler’s Hockey event. 
The youth are to begin the 
afternoon helping clean the 
grounds for Pascha, attend 
vespers and go to the game.
March 30-31: the Youth • 
Retreat at St. John’s Greek 
Orthodox Church. The topic is 
“Occupy Heaven.” The retreat 
begins at 5:00 pm on Friday 
night and ends at Vespers 
Saturday. This is a great event 
and the youth look forward to 
this each year.

Charity: Status quo on the food 
pantry.
  Feeding the Homeless is still 
slated for Saturday, May 19, 2012. 
  Father John received a letter 
from His Grace, Bishop Tikhon of 
Philadelphia, thanking us for our 
donation of $1000.00 dollars and 
the $100.00 Wal-Mart gift card 
for the Sexton family in Nanti-
coke, PA. Thank you again to our 
St. Paul parishioners for your 
generosity. 

Eritrean/Ethiopian: There is a 
funeral scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 21st for an elderly man in 
their community.

Outreach/Website: Stephen Os-
burn reported that the sermons 
will be updated on the website by 

the end of the week.

Russian: There will be no services 
in April due to Holy Week and 
Paschal services.

Stewardship: Father John re-
ported to date 46 pledges (62 
adults) have been received. The 
total dollar amount pledged 
(annually) is about $110,000.00. 
Our budget for parishioner gifts 
(stewardship, assessments, dona-
tions, etc.) is $152,196.00. Father 
John and Karen Short continue to 
receive pledges. 

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: status quo. Harry 
Anagnastopoulos would like to 
clean the bells when the weather 
is more conducive. Cathy Wilka-
lis continues to ring the bells on 
Sunday. She is still looking for 
volunteers to help out.

Wine tasting/Cook-off Fundraiser: 
status quo.

Iconography Project: There are 
now 8 seraphim in the choir 
loft. The icon of Christ is being 
worked on, with a face 11 feet 
long! At this time the iconogra-
phy will be done after Pascha.

25th Anniversary:  Pam Campbell 
has graciously consented to co-
ordinate St. Paul’s 25th Anniver-
sary Celebration. The celebration 
will be held on May 18-19, 2013. 
Bishop Benjamin will be in at-
tendance. Pam would like to mail 
out “Save the Date” cards after 
Pascha.

Lenten Retreat: Our parish will 
host the annual Lenten Retreat 
for the Las Vegas Valley Orthodox 
Churches. Fr. Meletios Webber 

will speak on “Finding Silence in 
a Noisy World.”

“Non-event” Fundraiser: Pam 
Campbell will be following up 
with those who have not re-
sponded to the mailings of Non-
Event invitations.

NEW BUSINESS
Pascha: 

Father John has ordered Pas-• 
cha candles, and the candle 
cups.
Church cleanup for Pascha is • 
scheduled for Holy Tuesday 
after liturgy and a light Lent-
en breakfast. 
The Romanians will not be • 
joining us this year. They will 
hold services at their new 
building.
Bishop Benjamin will be join-• 
ing us on St. Thomas Sunday. 
We will have our Agape Meal 
that Sunday. Sophocles can-
not donate the lamb and pork 
this year. Discussion followed. 
It was agreed to contract with 
Kyklos to provide the lamb 
and pork for the Agape Meal.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 24, 
2012, 6:00 pm.
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PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF APRIL

Henry VanBenthem
 April 2, 1996

Helen Turlish
 April 4, 1993

Ann Carol Boris
 April 7, 1997

Sebastian Bica
 April 7, 2008

Vasil Smith
 April 8, 2002

Homer Koliba
 April 11, 2011

Svetlana Tarabanova
 April 13, 2008

Alexander Mednikov
 April 18, 2009

Nadya Gridneva
 April 19, 2008

Marie Hudson
 April 24, 1997

Mariam Kidane
 April 27, 1995

Melvin Korich
 April 29, 1996

Larisa Martin
 April 29, 2004

Mary Volz
 April 29, 2006

Anastasios Lymeropoulos
 April 30, 1990

CHRIST IS RISEN!
 †Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

The Feast of the Resurrection of Christ is the beginning of newness, 
of a life that no longer fears death, a life that is stronger than death, 
a life which can face death in the way in which Saint Paul spoke of it 
when he said that for him to die is not do divest himself of temporary 
life, but to clothe himself with eternity! The measure of the love of 
God for us is all the life, all the teaching but also all the death of Christ 
Who died for us; and the measure He gives for perfect love is that 
no-one can have a greater love than he or she who is prepared to give 
his life for his neighbour. And this neighbour may be a friend, but it 
also may be a foe! Saint Paul insisted on it when he says that Christ 
gave His life not only for those who received Him, accepted Him as 
their Lord, followed Him whithersoever He chose to go, but also for 
those who remained His enemies; and for them He prayed, and He 
commands us by His example and His word to pray the same prayer 
for those who hate us, who persecute us: “Forgive them, Father, they 
don’t know what they are doing...”

But in the Incarnation we have a new vision of man: man is vast 
enough, deep enough to unite himself to God - the fullness of God 
abided in the flesh, and we are called to be a revelation not only in 
words, but in our life, in our persons of this miracle of the greatness 
of man! But to be great is costly, and at times frightening: we must 
put our trust in God, and accept to be so great as one day to become, 
according to the daring words of Saint Peter, partakers of Divine 
Nature. And we must believe in man as no unbeliever can believe in 
man, believe in the greatness of man, in the vastness, in the holiness, 
the prospective holiness of man! And together with all believers and 
unbelievers, the persecutors and the friends, build such a city of man 
that it should be as great, as vast, as holy as the City of God of whom 
the first Citizen could be the Lord Jesus Christ! Isn’t that a vocation 
great enough, holy enough, isn’t it worth living and dying for this - to 
make of our earth the Kingdom of God? Let us therefore, in the cer-
tainty that Christ has overcome all evil, has overcome mortality and 
death, has overcome all the powers of destruction - let us build this 
city at the cost of our lives, but also in the glory of God!

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!


