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MARK THE DATES
November 3: FEEDING THE HOMELESS PROJECT, 10:30 am
November 8: St. Michael and the Bodiless Hosts, Liturgy 8:00 am
 Eritrean Community Service to follow in the church
November 10: Russian Confessions, 9:00 am; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 am
November 11-20: ICONOGRAPHY DOME PROJECT
November 12-13: 17th ALL-AMERICAN COUNCIL, Cleveland (Father out of town)
November 20: Vespers/Litiya, Parish Council Meeting, 6:30 pm
November 21: ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS, Liturgy 8:00 am
November 22: Thanksgiving Day, Liturgy 8:00 am
November 30: St. Andrew the First-Called, Liturgy 8:00 am

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Michael
and all the Bodiless Hosts, November 8
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Can we “Blog” our Way to Heaven?
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When I left for St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary (and 
Iona College) in the 

fall of 1974, the education of the 
faithful in our parishes had just 
begun to undergo a revolution. 
Actual books of Orthodox theol-
ogy, liturgics, church history and 
biblical commentary in English 
were being published for the very 
first time. I grew up in a mission 
parish that split off a Russian 
Metropolia (now ROCOR) parish. 
My parents wanted their children 
to worship and hear the word 
in English. Despite that desire, 
my knowledge of the Faith was 
essentially what we learned in 
church school (using some of 
the same curriculum published 
today!!) and from my pastor in 
sermons and talks. If you wanted 
to seriously study theology, you 
had better be able to read and 
write Russian, Greek and prob-
ably even German or French.
 When I got to St. Vladimir’s, 
it was very strange to me. For 
the first time, I heard parts of 
the services in Church Slavonic, 
Greek and Arabic. My parish had 
some favorite Christmas and 
Pascha hymns in the “old” lan-
guage (Slavonic) but regularly 

worshipped in English. Over 
my years at seminary, more and 
more books were translated into 
English and, more importantly, 
the works of the Fathers were 
also translated and contempo-
rary authors and speakers began 
to write more and more nooks 
for popular consumption. Trea-
sures of patristic sermons and 
meditations by the great and holy 
Fathers of the Church became 
available.
 Our knowledge of contem-
porary parish life and the “poli-
tics” of the Church was whatever 
The Orthodox Church (then a 
bi-monthly newspaper) chose 
to report. To this day, I still look 
at Assignments, Transfers, and 
Depositions in the current, digital 
version of the “official” publica-
tion to see who is going where 
and who is not, unfortunately. 
Young people were helped by  
Upbeat magazine, in which popu-
lar youth-oriented topics were 
written about and discussed. 
Church “gossip” was whatever 
you could gather from whispered 
conversations in the hallways of 
the seminary. “Did you hear what 
so and so said….” “Did you hear 
what so and so did…?”

 When I was ordained and 
then graduated from seminary, 
we were off to our first assign-
ment, where I typed (yes, on a 
typewriter!) the parish bulletin 
on a mimeograph stencil, then 
inked up the plate and ran off 
copies. Kids will just have to ask 
their parents or grandparents 
what a typewriter and mimeo-
graph are. We graduated to a 
photocopied version later at the 
local Kinko’s. When I was out 
on the road somewhere, I was 
unavailable to everyone in the 
whole world until I stopped at a 
pay phone and checked in, or got 
home and listened to messages 
on the answering machine. When 
I blessed unfamiliar houses, I 
had a local atlas that I looked 
at, sometimes with a flashlight 
on the side of a strange road, to 
determine where I was going.

Quite a different world we 
live in today, huh? We 
have moved well past 

books being available in English 
to a whole world of content at 
our fingertips. My iPad has the 
capability of holding dozens, 
even hundreds, of books that are 
available to me whenever I just 



tap the app. Anyone who wishes 
to study the Faith in a depth 
greater than Church School can 
access volumes of writing by 
Fathers, theologians and writers 
that can be had for a relatively 
small budget. If someone has a 
question that I can’t answer im-
mediately, I get out my iPhone, 
look it up on Google and give the 
answer. The great sermons of 
St. John Chrysostom and other 
luminaries are now pretty much 
completely available. Even my 
humble sermons are recorded 
then uploaded to our parish 
server where anyone looking at 
our website can click a button 
and listen.  They are publicized 
(along with anything else we 
want publicized) on Facebook, 
where the instant after they are 
posted, they become available to 
the whole wide world.
 Our parish newsletter (like 
this one) and our weekly bulletin 
are both composed on a digital 
page layout program where mis-
takes (when my secretary makes 
them) can be changed with the 
press of a button. We no longer 
“type,” we “keyboard.” When 
they are done, they are printed 
out to make copies in a matter of 
minutes for the 26 people in Las 
Vegas that don’t have email. The 
vast majority of our faithful re-
ceive the parish publications via 
email. I tell the page layout pro-
gram to export the publication to 
a .pdf format, I upload it to our 
website, and I attach it to a mass 
email where parishioners receive 
it seconds after I press the but-
ton. We spent $250 per month on 
postage when I arrived here. We 
now spend about $10 per month, 
and we could reduce that if we 
paid everything electronically.
 When I moved to Las Vegas 

and began to travel around visit-
ing hospitals and homes, and 
especially when I blessed homes 
for the first time, I did not have a 
large atlas of local streets. I had 
my trusty iPhone with its built-
in GPS. I just type in an address, 
and the phone knows where I 
am, where the location is that I 
am going to, and the directions 
pop up on my screen. In the past 
month, the GPS has been given a 
voice, so now it actually tells me 
the directions as I drive so I don’t 
have to look at the screen while 
driving. Sure beats that time I 
was trying to find a house in a 
blinding snowstorm on a coun-
try road and had to stop at each 
roadside mailbox, flash my lights 
and hope to catch a number. And 
of course, the car is no longer a 
refuge of solitude. I am available 
anywhere anytime because of my 
trusty little iPhone.

But in my mind, the biggest 
change with the explosive 
growth of technology has 

been in the way our faithful view 
Church and parish life, and the 
gossip and politics that swirl 
around everything. No longer 
do the most intimate and dif-
ficult details of scandal or bad 
decisions reside in whispers 
and hushed conversations. Now, 
everything and everyone is held 
up to the immediate and scalding 
glare of an intensive heat lamp 
shining in our faces, with the 
whole world holding a rubber 
hose waiting to beat an answer 
out of the unlucky sap that got 
caught doing something — even 
when we are not quite sure what 
that “something” is.
 The technology of instanta-
neous communications turns 
whispers into shouts, holds indi-
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viduals up to impossible scrutiny 
and leads to quick and quite com-
plete judgments in a very public, 
indeed worldwide, arena. The 
anonymity of the Internet gener-
ally removes all personal filters, 
and people say things that are 
judgmental, hurtful and wrong. 
Look at the difficulties that have 
plagued our beloved Orthodox 
Church in America in the past 
7-8 years and the digital cesspool 
surrounding those difficulties.

There are two great sins 
that technology has 
spawned in my opinion. 

The first is the whole blogging 
phenomenon. There are a couple 
of things that are temptations: 
first, there is the temptation to 
think that everyone in the world 
wants to read what I write about 
anything and everything. I see 
blogs where even priests have 
daily meditations as long or lon-
ger than this reflection and won-
der how in the world they have 
the time to do this. And, more 
importantly, who wants to or can 
spend every day wading through 
all this bloviating?
 But there is an additional in-
fection from this temptation that 
is insidious. That is the tempta-
tion to judge, condemn and state 
as fact things that are far from 
fact. There are blogs today that 
rip apart our Church, our leaders, 
and pass along rumor as fact. I 
know for a fact (since I was once 
an “insider”) that the inner work-
ings of our Church — indeed, any 
church — are more complicated 
and confidential than these blog-
gers are willing to accept. Every 
blogger assumes that everything 
is open to discussion and every 
question needs an answer. That 
is simply not true. Worse, many 

parishioners can tell you exactly 
what some of these blogs say 
every single day while not com-
ing to services, praying or fasting, 
and never opening the Scriptures. 

The second temptation can 
be a surprise to us. The 
very fact that writings, the 

Fathers and theology are at our 
fingertips is a dual-edged sword. 
We have so many people read-
ing so many things today that the 
Church as community is being 
lost for some. We have to remem-
ber that Christ came to give us a 
Church, not books and writings.
 The flood of information can 
convince us that we can blog and 
read our way into heaven. But it 
is relatively easy to read about 
God, to read about prayer, to read 
about self-denial and fasting, to 
read about forgiveness, to read 
about communion and commu-
nity. It is much harder to have to 
face our neighbor and know God, 
know prayer, know self-denial, to 
know and grant forgiveness, and 
know communion and commu-
nity.
 Anyone who spends more 
time on a screen and keyboard, 
even doing such wonderful 
things as reading theology and 
the Fathers, than working out sal-
vation in the Church with others, 
praying and fasting, coming to 
Confession and Holy Communion 
and learning to love and forgive 
in person, has reduced the living 
Christ and His Body to a library 
that just stores all these wonder-
ful, but ultimately ineffective, 
works.

God forbid!

• Father John
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Feastdays
Please join us for the festal cel-
ebrations during November.

St. Michael and the Bodiless Hosts
November 8
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)

Entrance of the Theotokos
November 21
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Tues)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Wed)

THANKSGIVING DAY
November 22
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)

St. Andrew the First-Called
November 30
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Fri)

Nativity Fast
The Nativity Fast in prepara-
tion for the Feast of the Nativity 
of the Lord begins on Thursday, 
November 15th. All regular com-
municants should come to the 
Sacrament of Confession during 
the Fast. Father is available after 
Vespers and by appointment.

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
On Saturday, December 8, we will 
be having an Advent Retreat for 
teens and young adults focusing 
on the recent phenomenon of The 
Hunger Games. It willl be a one-
day retreat with prayer, service 
and discussion ending with Ves-
pers. Mark the date!

Coffee/Cleaning Schedules
The weekly coffee hour and 
cleaning schedules are no lon-
ger going to be printed in the 
monthly newsletter or calendar. 
A number of last-minute changes 
happen in both schedules which 
makes the monthly newsletter 
inaccurate and misleading. The 
weekly bulletin will still have the 
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schedules and they are posted in 
the church hall.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, Novem-
ber 3rd. We gather at 10:30 am 
to prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can donate 
any of the items needed for the 
lunches, it would be appreciated. 
We also have a need for basic 
toiletries: toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, soap, etc. If you have 
any travel size items, leave them 
in the bin in the church vestibule. 
Thank you!

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy will 
be served on the second Saturday 
of the month, November 10, as 
usual. Fr. Alexander will be hear-
ing Russian language confessions 
at 9:00 am. The liturgy is sched-
uled to begin at 10:00 am.

17th All-American Council
A special All-American Council, 
with one agenda item, the nomi-
nation of a new Metropolitan for 
the OCA following the resignation 
of Metropolitan Jonah, will be 
held in Cleveland on November 
13th. Father John will be gone 
November 12-13 to participate. 
Please pray for Father, our lay 
delegate Bob Conductor, and the 
whole Church in this most impor-
tant undertaking.

Dome Project Underway
Our iconographer, Vladimir 
Krassovsky, will be here at St. 
Paul’s November 11-19 to in-
stall the icon of the Pantocrator 
(Christ the Judge) in our church 
dome. A very large scaffold will 
be required to do this job. The 

week of November 12-16, there 
will be no activities in the nave 
of the church. Normal weekend 
services will be held.
 We need your help! Vladi-
mir needs 8-10 people each 
day to assist with cutting, ap-
plying glue and helping lift the 
pieces of the icon into place. 
The icon is 42 FEET across! 
Some, but not all, of the help 
will require climbing to the top 
of the dome. If you can help, 
please see Father John.

Council Meeting
The monthly parish council for 
November will be held on No-
vember 20, the third Tuesday of 
the month as usual. But because 
of the Feast of the Entrance of the 
Theotokos, the meeting will be 
held following Vespers instead of 
6:00 pm.

2013 Stewardship Drive
We have spent October reflecting 
on, praying about and now com-
miting to Christian Stewardship.
We now ask for your support of 
the parish operating budget in 
the next calendar year. Pledge 
Forms have been available for 
you to fill out and make a prayer-
ful and thoughtful gift to God and 
His Church. As a reminder, to be a 
voting member of our parish you 
must have a signed Pledge Form 
on file at the office in addition to 
your sacramental participation in 
Confession and Communion at St. 
Paul’s.

Festival Reconsidered
Due to a number of transitions 
going on in the parish the an-
nual International Food Festival 
will not be held this year. The 
parish council and parish leader-
ship will retool the festival and 

the whole plan for next year and 
come back with a renewed sense 
of fellowship and accomplish-
ment.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our schedule for the • weekly 
clean-up of the church needs 
volunteers. The duty is easy, 
takes two hours at the most, 
and you can do it at your con-
venience as Father will pro-
vide a key and entry instruc-
tions. Also needed:
Coffee Hour•  volunteers are 
needed.
Bell-ringer•  volunteers are 
needed.
Greeters•  are needed.

Please offer some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. Sign-up lists are available 
in the church.

Adult Classes
We have begun the new series 
of Wednesday evening talks in 
our Adult Faith Forum: Theol-
ogy in Color: Iconography of the 
Orthodox Church. We have daily 
vespers at 6:30 pm, followed by a 
one-hour discussion. Please join 
us!

Coffee Chat
We meet on Thursdays, at 10:00 
am at El Rancho on Pecos and 
Russell unless otherwise an-
nounced. Everyone is invited.

Parents Notice
All strollers are to be kept on 
the front of the north side of the 
church to allow free flow of the 
traffic. Not only will this help 
with crowd movement, it is safer 
for you, your child and those 
around you. Thank you!
 Please note that with the 
start of church school, the 
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room on the north side of the 
vestibule formerly used as a 
“cry room” will be unavailable 
for use during services. If you 
need a time out for your child or 
a diaper change, please go to one 
of the restrooms or for a short 
walk in the courtyard.

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 

twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
October 16, 2012 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Diocesan Assembly: attended by 
Father John and Jim Brophy. Two 
items affect St. Paul’s. First is Fa-
ther John’s trip to Alaska and the 
second, is Father John’s appoint-
ment to the diocesan finance 
committee.
 Father John reported that 
the OCA Fair Share assessment 
has decreased from $105.00 to 
$95.00 per head for 2013. In ad-
dition, as we continue to develop 
our own pledging program, our 
reported census will go down 
from 96 to 85 pledging members.

Vice President: Laura had dif-
ficulty regarding collections for 
the use of the church during 
the Slavonic Liturgy. They were 
able to collect enough to pay for 
Father Alexander and $191.00 for 
St. Paul’s. Discussion followed.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed reports to council 
members earlier via e-mail. 
We are behind in assessments 
but should be caught up in No-
vember. Income for September 
was: $19,136.50, and expenses 
of $18,551.67 for a surplus of 
$584.83

YTD 9/30/12
2012 YTD Inc $ 174,418.92
2012 YTD Exp $ 162,228.90 
Inc over Exp $ 12,190.02

Buildings and Grounds: 
Harry was unable to contact • 
people for the roof, as the 
numbers did not mesh. Will 
look on Angie’s List.
Someone will be out October • 
17th to assess the damage to 
the shrine and the corner 
stucco on the church that 
have extensive water damage.
Security: Father John pre-• 
sented to the parish council 
a possible plan for more 
security for the church. The 
camera that had been placed 
in a tree in the courtyard had 
been removed and destroyed. 
The plan presented by Tyco 
Security would place 4 cam-
eras in strategic locations on 
the church to encompass the 
parking area, courtyard, and 
church offices and back area 
of the church. The cost would 
be $1200.00 initially, which 
includes installation, and 
$88.00 dollars monthly. Mo-
tion detectors placed inside 
the church would partially 
offset the other security costs. 
We would be leasing the 
equipment and through the 
DVR placed at the church we 
would have the ability to see 
any possible problems with 
access through a web brows-
er. Discussion followed.
CB Air Conditioning bid: pre-• 
sented to the parish council 
by Father John. The HVACs 
had a total breakdown. Re-
cently joined parishioners 
approached Father John 
regarding an AC repairman 
they knew who is Serbian 
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Orthodox. The repairman 
arrived to find that there was 
no Freon in the compressor. 
It cost $250.00 for the Freon 
to be recharged. Father John 
requested an estimate for 
replacement of the units. The 
estimate is as follows: 
1. 1 unit replaced: $5280.00 
with new R410 Freon 
2. Replace 4 outside units: 
$9650.00 with old Freon. 
3. 2 units replaced: 
$10,150.00 everything new 
and the R410 Freon 
4. 4 units replaced: 
$19,800.00 everything new 
and the R410 Freon 
 

Parish Council unanimously 
recommended that we re-
place all the units with the bid 
of $19,800.00 to be including 
in the budget discussions and 
presented at the Annual Par-
ish Meeting for approval. 

Church School/Youth: 
There continues to be a new 
enthusiasm with different ideas, 
teachers and curriculum. A youth 
retreat is planned for December 
8.

Charity:
The next Feeding the Homeless 
project moved to November 3 
due to another commitment by 
Father. Status quo for everything.

Eritrean/Ethiopian:  The Eritrean 
leadership approached Father 
John regarding using the church 
every Thursday instead of once 
a month. They have a priest that 
has moved to the area. His Emi-
nence Archbishop Benjamin has 
no problem with this request as 
long as the community under-
stands the parameters. Council 
approved.

Outreach/Website: Status quo.

Russian:
Based on the response to Laura 
regarding a set fee for use of the 
church, Father John suggested he 
and Laura sit down and discuss 
this with Natalia and Grigoriy.

Stewardship:
Pledge drive begins again. As of 
the meeting Father John has re-
ceived four pledges. Two return-
ing pledges and two new pledges.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: no report.

Wine tasting/Cook-off Fundraiser: 
Father suggested a mini-Interna-
tional Luncheon for after Christ-
mas.

Iconography Project: Possible 
date for our iconographer Vova 
Krassovsky is November 11th. He 
will send a list of everything that 
he needs.

25th Anniversary: The remaining 
“Save the Date” magnets will be 
mailed.

Seminarian Funding:  no report.

NEW BUSINESS

Annual Meeting:
Our annual parish meeting will 
be held on Sunday, December 2, 
2012.
 Nominating Committee: Fa-
ther John and Secretary Virgina 
Hood.
 Budget Committee: Father 
John, Vice President Laura Drask-
ovic, Treasurer Karen Short.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Novem-
ber 20, 2012, after Vespers.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF NOVEMBER

Jacquelyn George
 November 6, 2002

LemLem Tekle
 November 8, 2003

Konstantin Zaiats
 November 15, 1999

Jon Gregory
 November 17, 1998

Krsto Rosich
 November 19, 1993

Daniel Filimon
 November 20, 1999

Theresa Wilkinson
 November 21, 2002

Scott Irving Dotson
 November 25, 1991


