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MARK THE DATES

April 4-9: FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN
April 5: No Services
April 13: Russian Confessions, 9:00 aM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 aM

April 13: Annual Lenten Retreat, 10:00 aM, sT. John The BapTisT ChurCh

April 16: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pM 
April 20: Parish Youth Lenten Day, 10:00 aM

April 21: Last Church School Class for 2012-2013
April 27: Kid’s Proskomedia Service, Lazarus Saturday, 9:00 aM

April 28- May 4: PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem
April 28
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†Archbishop Peter (L’Huillier)
Archbishop of New York

(Reprinted from: The Orthodox 
Church, April-May 1994 )

There is among the Ortho-
dox a very widespread 
belief that the Christian 

celebration of Easter must nec-
essarily come after the Jewish 
Passover. This chronological or-
der is considered imperative and 
bears a symbolic meaning, as it 
is believed to have been decreed 
by the First Ecumenical Council 
held at Nicea in 325. This belief is 
stated and reaffirmed in the 12th 
century by the Byzantine canon-
ist Zonaras. Another famous 
canonist of the later Middle Ages, 
Matthew Blastaris, in summing 
up the opinions of his time on 
the Paschal question, included 
among the rules for determining 
the date of Easter that it must 
not coincide with the Jewish 
Passover. We find this also in the 
writing of the learned canonist of 
the present century, Nicodemus 
Milash.
 Yet, not only is such a stipu-
lation totally absent from the 
decision taken on the Paschal 
question at Nicea, but it is foreign 

and, in a sense, contrary to what 
was then decreed. How, then, 
has such an opinion taken shape 
through the centuries?

In the primitive Church, there 
was no need for computing 
the date of Easter indepen-

dently of that of the Synagogue, 
by which the Passover was 
determined. The controversy 
that brought, toward the end of 
the second century, the Churches 
of Asia Minor and the Church of 
Rome into opposition did not 
concern this point. The matter in 
dispute was quite different: the 
Asians celebrated Easter on the 
14th of the month Nisan, what-
ever the day of the week, while 
the other Christians waited until 
the following Sunday. But both 
parties based their Easter date 
on the Jewish computation of the 
Passover. This computation was 
questioned, however, soon after 
the Jews changed their mode of 
calculating their Passover, no 
longer taking the vernal equinox 
into account.
 The Bible did, indeed, specify 
the time the Passover should 
be celebrated, but it made no 
express reference to the vernal 
equinox. However, since the 

prescribed offering consisted 
of the first fruits of the harvest, 
a celebration prior to that time 
would have been inconceivable. 
But this empirical criterion, rela-
tive as it is to the climate condi-
tions of that area, could hardly 
be preserved once the Jews lost 
their geographical proximity to 
Palestine as a result of the Ro-
man crushing of the Bar-Bakhba 
revolt (approximately 135 AD). 
A period of uncertainty followed, 
and then towards the end of the 
second century, the rabbis es-
tablished a new system which 
disregarded the vernal equinox. 
With the new system, at least 
once every three years the Pass-
over fell before the equinox.
 Then, many Christians won-
dered why they should celebrate 
the commemoration of the Pas-
sion and Resurrection on the 
basis of a computation which 
was no longer the one used at 
the time of our Lord. They also 
began to realize that a double 
anomaly might issue, that is, the 
Christian Easter might have to 
be celebrated twice between two 
vernal equinoxes, or not at all. 
Thus, there might be years with 
two Easters and years with no 
Easter at all.



As early as the third cen-
tury, then, the Christians 
began to devise their own 

calculations of the Easter date. 
A learned Alexandrian, Anato-
lius (later bishop of Laodicea in 
Syria), used for his Easter com-
putation the nineteen-year cycle 
invented in 432 BC by the Athe-
nian astronomer Meton. How-
ever, most Churches in the region 
of Antioch continued to follow 
the computation of the Syna-
gogue in spite of the fact that the 
latter no longer took the equinox 
into account. This on occasion 
caused considerable differences 
in the date of Easter between the 
Antiochian churches and others; 
in contrast, variations among the 
latter were neither frequent nor 
notable.
 These differences promoted 
the question of the date of Easter 
before the First General Council 
at Nicea. This venerable assembly 
did take a decision on this is-
sue. But though there have been 
references to a decree (in Greek 
honos), there does not seem to 
have been issued a written text of 
it. Thus, the document to which 
reference is often made is in fact 
a compilation of a number of 
authentic data. According to this 
kind evidence, we are able to re-
construct the decision of the first 
General Council on the question 
of Easter follows:

*Easter must necessarily be cel-
ebrated on the same Sunday by 
all churches.

*this Sunday must be the first 
after the full moon following the 
vernal equinox.

*the Churches that follow the 
Jewish calculation must abandon 

it and conform with the general 
usage.

However, there was some 
resistance to that decision 
which necessitated new 

injunctions: the First Canon of 
the Council of Antioch (around 
330 AD), and the Seventh Apos-
tolic Canon (second half of the 
fourth century). These canons 
condemned those who celebrated 
Easter “with the Jews.” This did 
not mean, however, that the dissi-
dents were celebrating Easter on 
the same day as the Jews; rather, 
that they were celebrating on a 
date calculated according to the 
synagogal computations.
 There is clear evidence that 
it was not a chance coincidence 
to which the canons referred. 
Indeed, on several occasions 
during the fourth century, after 
the Council of Nicea, the Jewish 
Passover and the Easter of most 
Christian churches accidentally 
occurred on the same day, but no-
body was in the least perturbed. 
Besides, on account of the ever-
increasing time delay brought 
about by the inaccuracies of the 
Jewish calendar, any chance of 
coincidence between the Chris-
tian Easter and the Jewish Pass-
over disappeared.
 As a result, the real cause 
that had prompted the decision 
of the First Ecumenical Council 
came to be forgotten. The belief 
gradually grew that the phrase 
“with the Jews” was to be under-
stood literally and that the Holy 
Fathers at Nicea had decreed that 
the Christian Easter must not, 
even accidentally, occur on the 
same day as the Passover; rather, 
it must be celebrated later. As a 
matter of fact, however, such an 
interpretation was not only inac-
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curate but contrary to the spirit 
of what was decreed at Nicea, 
considering that acceptance of 
this interpretation necessitates a 
chronological relationship be-
tween the Christian Easter and 
the Jewish Passover, the very 
undesirable connection the Great 
Council sought to abolish.

(Archbishop Peter, of blessed 
memory, was the bishop of the 
Diocese of New York and New 
Jersey of the Orthodox Church 
in America. He was also a noted 
canonist and scholar.)

An interesting and informative 
article about an interesting and 
informative topic!

Father John

Feastdays
In April, we celebrate the very 
special weekend of Lazarus 
Saturday and the Great and Holy 
Feast of the Entrance of our Lord 
into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). 
Please join us! Also note sepa-
rately the schedule of services 
for Holy Week in the monthly 
calendar.

April 26: Matins of Lazarus 
Saturday, 6:30 pm (Friday)

April 27: Kid’s Proskomedia, 
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am
Great Vespers with Litiya and 
Blessing of Palms, 6:30 pm

April 28: Divine Liturgy,
 9:00 am (Sunday)

Father Away
Father John will be out of town 
April 4-9 for the baptism of his 
grandson, Gabriel. There will 
be no Presanctified Liturgy 
on Friday, April 5. Fr. Aurel Sas 
will be serving for Father on 
April 6-7. Regular lenten services 

continue on Wednesday, April 10 
with Confessions at 5:30 pm, and 
Presanctified Liturgy at 6:30 pm.

Confessions
Every Orthodox Christian of con-
fessing age comes to the Sacra-
ment of Confession during Great 
Lent. Father John is available 
numerous times during the week 
and by appointment. See the 
calendar for specific scheduled 
times. Confessions will be heard 
by appointment only after the 
Eve of Palm Sunday (April 27).
 If you are of confessing age 
and plan to receive Holy Com-
munion at the Paschal Liturgy, 
you must have gone to confession 
during Great Lent.

Lenten Vespers Schedule
The annual pan-Orthodox Lenten 
Vespers schedule has been set. 
All services are on Sundays at 
6:00 pm.

Apr 7: St. Michael Church
 Preacher: Fr. Michael Balan

Apr 14: St. Simeon Church
 Preacher: Fr. John Dresko

Apr 21: St. Paul (HOLY UNCTION)
 Preacher: Fr. John Hondros

Annual Retreat
The annual retreat sponsored 
by the Clark County Orthodox 
Clergy Association will be held 
on Saturday, April 13, at St. John 
the Baptist Church. Fr. Andrew 
Cuneo, St. Katherine College, will 
lead us in a discussion on The 
Narnian: An Orthodox Look at C.S. 
Lewis. Cost is $15. Please see the 
flyer attached to this newsletter 
for more information.

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy will 
be served on the second Saturday 
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of the month, April13th, as usual. 
Fr. Alexander will be hearing Rus-
sian language confessions at 9:00 
am. The liturgy is scheduled to 
begin at 10:00 am.

25th Anniversary
Our 25th anniversary celebration, 
scheduled for May 18-19, will be 
here before you know it. Invita-
tions have been prepared and 
dsitributed. Your reservations 
and payment are due by May 1st.
 Everyone is asked to take 
one of the ad forms and solicit 
your local vendors to help us 
make this event a success. Ad 
forms are due in by April 1st. 
Please help!
 Pictures for the Commem-
orative Book will be taken on 
Sunday, April 14. Parish Coun-
cil, Choir, Altar Servers and 
Church School photos will be 
taken after the liturgy.

Looking Ahead to May
We have so many things planned 
in May that it would be good to 
make note of them now and not 
wait until the May Newsletter.

Holy Week and Pascha.•  
Obviously, the highlight of the 
year is our celebration. Please 
come to as many services as 
possible. Note: the blessing of 
baskets will take place both 
after the Paschal services 
(appx. 3:00 am) and Vespers 
(appx 12:45 pm).
The hall will be • locked at 
the start of the Paschal ser-
vices and tables will be set 
up outside for those bringing 
their baskets late. We ask you 
to not use tables reserved 
for clergy and choir for 
your baskets. Their ministry 
prevents them from making a 
timely entrance to the hall af-
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ter services so reserved spots 
will be set aside for them. If 
you take those spots, you will 
be asked to  move.
The Agape Meal and Pas-• 
chal pot-luck will be held on 
Thomas Sunday, May 12. A 
sign-up list will be available 
for side dishes. The parish 
provides the meats.
Grave blessings•  will be done 
on Thomas Sunday (May 12) 
and Tuesday of Rejoicing 
(May 14). Father will publish 
the schedule beforehand.
The 25• th Anniversary Cele-
bration, May 18-19. His Emi-
nence, Archbishop Benjamin, 
presiding. A wine and cheese 
social will follow Vespers. The 
Grand Banquet will follow 
liturgy on Sunday at Sunset 
Gardens. Make your reserva-
tions for both now!

Youth Lenten Day
We will have a gathering for the 
youth of our parish on Saturday, 
April 20. At 10:00 am, we will 
meet at Father’s house, watch 
The Hunger Games movie and dis-
cuss the Christian themes in that 
movie. We will end with confes-
sions and Vespers at the church. 
Please see the flyer for more 
information.

Church School Ends
Because of the late date of Pascha 
this year, and parish functions 
the two weekends after Pascha, 
our last Church School class of 
the 2012-2013 school year will 
be on Sunday, April 21st. We 
will have commencement and a 
church school social in May.

Adult Classes
We continue the series of 
Wednesday evening talks in 

our Adult Faith Forum: Theol-
ogy in Color: Iconography of the 
Orthodox Church. We have daily 
vespers at 6:30 pm, followed by 
a one-hour discussion. The class 
will be suspended during Great 
Lent. We will resume classes on 
May 15th.

Capital Improvements
The following serious infrastruc-
ture projects need to be done: 
replacement of the HVAC units 
for the church, upgraded doors 
and shutters for the security of 
the church building, parking lot 
repair and resealing, and antici-
pated roof repairs.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund these proj-
ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish. If the operating bud-
get stays as stable as last year’s, 
the council has decided that any 
income from the anniversary 
celebration in May will go to this 
Fund.

Eritrean Services
There is now a regular service in 
Tigrenya each Thursday unless 
a change is announced by Father 
John. The service will begin every 
Thursday at 8:00 am.

Coffee Chat
Unless otherwise noted in our 
calendar, we meet on Thursdays, 
at 10:00 am at the Badger Café, 
southeast corner of Spencer 
and Tropicana. Everyone is 
invited.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, June 1st. 
We gather at 10:30 am to pre-

pare bag lunches then go down 
to distribute them to the needy. 
Join us! If you can donate any of 
the items needed for the lunches, 
it would be appreciated. We 
also have a need for hats and 
scarves along with basic toilet-
ries: toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
soap, etc. If you have any travel 
size items, leave them in the bin 
in the church vestibule. Thank 
you!

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our schedule for the • weekly 
clean-up of the church needs 
volunteers. The duty is easy, 
takes two hours at the most, 
and you can do it at your con-
venience as Father will pro-
vide a key and entry instruc-
tions. Also needed:
Coffee Hour•  volunteers are 
needed.
Bell-ringer•  volunteers are 
needed.
Greeters•  are needed.

Please offer some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. Sign-up lists are available 
in the church.

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
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and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
March 26, 2013 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Father reminded council • 
members to be leaders in 
prayer and worship during 
Great Lent.
Baptism: Father John’s grand-• 
son Gabriel will be baptized 
on Saturday, April 6th. Father 
John and Matushka Liz will 
be out of town from April 
4-9. Father Sas will serve for 
Vespers and Liturgy on April 

6-7. There won’t be a Pre-
sanctified service on Friday, 
April 5th.
A reminder about the retreat • 
to be held at St. John’s Church 
on April 13.
Father John has been appoint-• 
ed to fulfill the term of dioc-
esan rep to the Metropolitan 
Council of the OCA. He will 
attend the meeting in New 
York in September.

Vice President: Laura is recuper-
ating from heart surgery. Contin-
ue to keep her in your prayers.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short   
reported that we are totally cur-
rent on all our bills. Our Rainy 
Day Fund continues to grow.
  Capital Fund: There is a bal-
ance of $3,472 in the fund, and 
we will need another $6,500 in 
the near future to pay the balance 
on the HVAC replacement.
Income for February was: 
$14,632.65, and expenses 
of $17,461.10 for a deficit of 
$2,828.45.

YTD 2013
2013 YTD Inc $ 33,586.27
2013 YTD Exp $ 34,134.77
Exp over Inc $ 548.50

Buildings and Grounds: 
The lighting for the dome has • 
been delayed by the unavail-
ability of the lift. It will be 
done before Pascha.
HVAC: Expected to be done by • 
Friday, March 29.
Kevin fixed the doorknob and • 
the sink in the sacristy.

Church School/Youth: April 20 
there will be a Parish Youth 
Retreat based on The Hunger 
Games. We will meet at Father’s 
house for the movie and discus-

sion.

Charity: There was a good turn 
out for the March Feeding of 
the Homeless. Over 225 lunches 
were handed out along with 
toiletries, socks, hats and scarves.
Next Feeding of the Homeless 
will take place in June.

Eritrean/Ethiopian:  Continue 
to meet on Thursdays with no  
problems.

Outreach/Website: no report.

Russian: The March service 
went off without a problem. 
Natalia Minkoff had everything 
organized, including collections, 
cleaning and the use of the hall. 
We could not ask for a better 
response from the Russian com-
munity - exceptional!

Stewardship: Discussed briefly 
the “onslaught” of financial asks 
in our parish. It is a difficult time 
- we need to fund the necessary 
repairs needed to our infrastruc-
ture, while promoting the 25th an-
niversary and our normal giving. 
Seems a bit overwhelming at the 
moment.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: no report.

25th Anniversary: Ads are due by 
April 1st. Invitations have been 
prpared and some distributed 
and mailed. The rest will go out 
in a week or so. As of this meet-
ing, $950 in ads have been re-
ceived.

NEW BUSINESS
Affirmation of OCA Guidelines: It 
was moved, seconded and ad-
opted by the parish council that 
the OCA Guidelines on Sexual 
Misconduct are the standard 
operating procedures for our 
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parish. This reaffirms a previous 
decision.
 The parish council then had 
a very fruitful discussion about 
our practices. One concern is the 
lack of parental supervision after 
church school — kids are run-
ning everywhere with no parents 
supervising. Better surveillance 
of our children by parents is 
needed.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 16, 
2012, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF APRIL

Henry VanBenthem
 April 2, 1996

Helen Turlish
 April 4, 1993

Irene Sachanko
 April 4, 2012

Ann Carol Boris
 April 7, 1997

Sebastian Bica
 April 7, 2008

Vasil Smith
 April 8, 2002

Homer Koliba
 April 11, 2011

Svetlana Tarabanova
 April 13, 2008

Alexander Mednikov
 April 18, 2009

Nadya Gridneva
 April 19, 2008

Marie Hudson
 April 24, 1997

Mariam Kidane
 April 27, 1995

Melvin Korich
 April 29, 1996

Larisa Martin
 April 29, 2004

Mary Volz
 April 29, 2006

Anastasios Lymeropoulos
 April 30, 1990

ON: Palm Sunday
 Saint Andrew of Crete

Let us go together to meet Christ 
on the Mount of Olives. Today He 
returns from Bethany and pro-
ceeds of His own free will toward 
His holy and blessed passion, to 
consummate the mystery of our 
salvation. He who came down 
from heaven to raise us from the 
depths of sin, to raise us up with 
Himself, we are told in Scripture, 
‘above every sovereignty, author-
ity and power, and every other 
name that can be named,’ now 
comes of His own free will to 
make His ascent to Jerusalem. He 
comes without pomp or ostenta-
tion. As the Psalmist says: ‘He 
will not dispute or raise his voice 
to make it heard in the streets.’ 
He will be meek and humble, and 
He will make His entry in sim-
plicity.

Let us run to accompany Him as 
He hastens toward His passion, 
and imitate those who met Him 

then, not by covering His path 
with garments, olive branches or 
palms, but by doing all we can to 
prostrate ourselves before Him 
by being humble and by trying to 
live as He desires. Then we shall 
be able to receive the Word at His 
coming, and God, whom no limits 
can contain, will be within us.

In His humility Christ entered the 
dark regions of our fallen world 
and He is glad that He became 
so humble for our sake, glad that 
He came and lived among us and 
shared in our nature in order 
to raise us up again to Himself. 
And even though we are told 
that He has now ascended above 
the highest heavens – the proof, 
surely, of His power and godhead 
– His love for man will never rest 
until He has raised our earth-
bound nature from glory to glory, 
and made it one with His own in 
heaven.

So let us spread before His feet, 
not garments or soul-less ol-
ive branches. which delight the 
eye for a few hours and then 
wither, but ourselves, clothed 
in His grace, or rather, clothed 
completely in Him. We who have 
been baptized into Christ must 
ourselves the garments that we 
spread before Him. Now that the 
crimson stains of our sins have 
been washed away in the saving 
waters of bap-tism and we have 
become white as pure wool, let us 
present the Conqueror of Death, 
not with mere branches of palms 
but with the real rewards of His 
victory. Let our souls take the 
place of the welcoming branches 
as we join today in the children’s 
holy song: ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the King of Isræl.’”



 

 
The Clark County Orthodox Clergy Association 

Invites All Orthodox and Interested Seekers to the Annual 
 

Lenten Retreat 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2013 
 

At St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
5300 S. El Camino Rd., Las Vegas  89118 ◊ (702) 221-8245 

 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Cuneo, Speaker 
St. Katherine College 

 

“The Narnian:  An Orthodox Look at C.S. Lewis” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$15 per person, includes lunch 
 

Please register by Friday, March 29, 2013 ~ 
Make checks payable to St. Paul Church, Memo: Lenten Retreat 

 

Program 
 

   10:00 am Registration 
   10:30 am 3rd Hour 
   10:45 am Session 1 ~ From a Picture to a Story:  
  The Orthodox Anglican 
   12:00 pm Lenten Lunch 
   1:00 pm Session 2 ~ Educating the Heart: 
  C.S. Lewis on Education   
   2:00 pm Break 
   2:15 pm Session 3 ~ What if Narnia were True? 
  Longing for Our Heart’s True Home 
   3:30 pm Conclusion 

  

 Father Andrew currently teaches English Literature at the newly-launched St. 
Katherine College in Encinitas, California.  After completing the first-ever doctorate 
awarded by the University of Oxford on C.S. Lewis in 2001, he taught literature for six 
years at Hillsdale College.  He is an ordained Orthodox priest, the rector of St. Katherine 
of Alexandria Mission (OCA), and a graduate of Stanford University as well as St. 
Vladimir's Seminary.  He and his wife, Elizabeth, have three daughters who love Narnia. 



Lenten Hunger: Christian Themes in The Hunger Games
A Lenten Day for the Youth of St. Paul’s Parish  • 12 years old and up

Saturday, April 20, 2013  •  10:00 am through Vespers  • Starting at Father’s House
RSVP to Father John, Matushka Liz, Amy McAuley or Christina Sas


