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MARK THE DATES

June 1: FeeDIng The hOMeLess, 10:30 aM

June 2: ChUrCh sChOOL PICnIC
June 5-6: Bishop’s Council; Diocesan Council, San Francisco (Father out of town)
June 8: Russian Confessions, 9:00 aM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 aM

June 9: Church School/Youth Swim Party
June 13: ASCENSION OF THE LORD, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 aM

June 14-21: Father John out of town
June 23: PENTECOST SUNDAY — Kneeling Vespers after Liturgy
June 24-30: FAST-FREE WEEK
June 24: Nativity of St. John the Baptist, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 aM

June 29: SS. PETER AND PAUL (Parish Feastday), Divine Liturgy, 9:00 aM

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Descent of the Holy Spirit Upon the Apostles
Pentecost Sunday — June 23
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Four Star Parishioners
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The success (or failure) of a 
parish is dependent upon 
the synergy among  pastor 

and faithful.  Successful parishes 
aren’t dependent upon any one 
person (this includes the priest!) 
for their success.  In a successful 
parish the parishioners cooper-
ate with each other, they fulfill 
their own obligations, and con-
tribute what they can into the 
common treasury of deeds, wis-
dom and finances. I used to work 
in a restaurant. It was a nice 
place with good food, a pleas-
ant ambience, and class. We had 
many “regulars”, but one of them 
stood out. The owners called 
him the “four-star customer”. 
He would visit often. He’d bring 
business clients there. He’d come 
for dinner with his family. He’d 
celebrate important occasions 

there. He was a good tipper. He 
was always pleasant to be with, 
and a pleasure to serve.
          I’m sure you see where this 
is going.  What would a “four-star 
parishioner” look like?

A Four Star Parishioner. . .
. . . prays. The whole point of 
being a member of the Church is 
to know God. Union with Christ 
is the goal of all Christian endea-
vour. We must therefore seek to 
always have God in our thoughts 
and on our lips. This is prayer. A 
four-star parishioner prays (pri-
vately or with their family) upon 
arising in the morning, before re-
tiring in the evening, and before 
meals during the day. They might 
do more, but they won’t do less.

. . . worships God. If we know 

God we will worship Him. We are 
created to worship Him. He com-
mands us to worship Him. Why? 
Worship creates unity and feeds 
us spiritually. Worship teaches 
us who we are and who God is. 
All human beings worship — ei-
ther the one True God, or an idol, 
and every idol is fundamentally 
an image of ourselves. God, or 
me? Which will it be? A four-star 
parishioner attends the worship 
services of the Church. Unless it 
is impossible to do so they’re in 
Church every Sunday and Great 
Feast Day, and on as many lesser 
holy days as is feasible.

. . . partakes in the Holy Myster-
ies.  Just because I must approach 
for Holy Confession and Com-
munion once a year doesn’t mean 
that I should only approach for 

Parish Community of St. Paul the Apostle
with His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin

of San Francisco, May 19, 2013

††††††††††††††††††††††††††

Celebration of the 25th Anniversary
of the Founding of the Parish



Holy Confession and Commu-
nion once a year. If Confession 
and Communion is a good thing, 
why not approach more often? 
The Church exists (among other 
things) in order to make the Holy 
Mysteries — Baptism, Chrisma-
tion, Confession, Communion, 
Marriage, Ordination and the “Oil 
of Prayer” (anointing of the sick) 
available to the faithful. A four-
star parishioner lives a sacra-
mental life: approaches for Con-
fession/Communion as often as 
possible, gets married and buried 
in the Church, has their children 
baptized in the Church, etc.

. . . supports their parish gen-
erously.  If the Church can’t pay 
the bills it can’t “stay open”. If 
it doesn’t have the money to do 
outreach work or educate the 
children it will die. A four-star 
parishioner treats their parish fi-
nancial obligations with the same 
seriousness they treat their taxes. 
Don’t pay taxes, go to jail.  Don’t 
support the parish, go to . . .

. . . helps the poor. At the Last 
Judgment Jesus is going to ask 
us “did you feed me? Did you 
clothe me? Did you visit me when 
I was sick?” etc. (Mt. 25:36)  All 
our “religious” acts should lead 
us to charitable acts on behalf of 
the suffering, the poor, and the 
needy. A quick reading of the 1st 
epistle of St. John or the epistle 
of St. James will underline this 
point better than I ever could. A 
four-star parishioner gives their 
whole life to God — not just two 
hours on Sunday morning (if 
that!). This includes sharing their 
wealth with God’s beloved - the 
poor.

 . . . respects their leaders. The 

days are gone when men become 
priests because they’re seek-
ing some type of “status” in the 
world. Neither do people join the 
parish council because they’re 
seeking fame, or riches. The 
least we can do is respect those 
who lead our communities. Even 
when we disagree with them, we 
should do so respectfully. They’re 
not perfect — but neither are we. 
A four-star parishioner always 
speaks respectfully to and about 
their parish and Church leaders.  
The words of Abraham Lincoln 
bear repeating: “No one should 
criticize unless they’re willing to 
help.”

. . . respects their fellow pa-
rishioners. I once heard this 
terrible riddle: “What happens 
when a member of the Church is 
wounded (either spiritually, emo-
tionally, or personally)?” Answer: 
“Someone from the parish comes 
along and finishes them off!” 
It’s a terrible riddle, because it’s 
often true. How often do we hear 
people spreading malicious gos-
sip, or delighting in the troubles 
of their “brothers and sisters in 
Christ”? A four-star parishioner 
doesn’t gossip, doesn’t impute 
evil motives to the actions of 
others, doesn’t try to build them-
selves up by tearing other people 
down. If we do love each other 
we should speak positively and 
respectfully about each other, 
and help pick each other up when 
we’re down.

. . . fasts.  There’s an old saying - 
“the spiritual life begins with the 
stomach”. Fasting is a sign of our 
obedience to the Church; fasting 
builds unity within the communi-
ty (just look at the example of the 
Jews or Moslems); fasting builds 
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discipline (all discipline is funda-
mentally self-discipline); fasting 
brings God’s blessings upon us. A 
four-star parishioner offers their 
table to the Lord. How we fast 
may occasionally differ due to 
individual circumstances, physi-
cal needs or illnesses. But if we 
wish to be close to God, if we are 
obedient to God and the Church, 
we will fast according to the 
apostolic teaching and practice of 
the Church.

. . . works for their parish. In 
order for a parish to function 
much needs to be done: singing 
in the choir; sitting on the parish 
council; teaching religion; visiting 
the sick; cooking; working with 
youth; preparing the bulletin; or-
ganizing social events; cutting the 
grass, painting the walls, prepar-
ing tax receipts, paying bills, etc., 
etc., etc. God has blessed every 
one of us with talents that can 
be utilized for the growth and 
benefit of our parish. A four-star 
parishioner offers their talents 
and abilities to the Lord, and to 
the parish.

. . . reads the Bible. The Bible is 
God’s Word to us. The only con-
dition necessary to successfully 
read the Bible is that we must 
read God’s Word in order to put 
it into practice. Reading the Bible 
simply in order to discuss it, or 
even worse, discussing the Bible 
without having read it, will not 
help us draw near to God — in 
fact, the opposite will probably 
take place. A four-star parishio-
ners reads the Bible every day: a 
passage from the Gospel, a pas-
sage from another New Testa-
ment book, and a reading from 
the Psalter as a minimum.

. . . takes responsibility for 
their children’s souls. People 
often send their children to 
“religious” schools — Catho-
lic or Protestant — and figure 
they don’t need to send them 
to Church school. If we send 
our children to non-Orthodox 
schools, they won’t learn the 
Orthodox faith. Every parish 
child should be taking part in the 
religious lessons offered by the 
Church, as well as being taught 
to pray at home, and seeing the 
example of parents living a deep 
and authentic Christian Spiri-
tual life. A four-star parishioner 
makes sure that the young people 
of the parish are given a solid 
education in the Orthodox faith - 
by parents (or other family mem-
bers), clergy, Church school staff, 
and participation in the liturgical 
life of the parish.

. . . never stops learning about 
their faith. The Ukrainian say-
ing goes: “A man must spend his 
whole life learning so that he can 
die an ignoramus”. Bible study 
classes, religious seminars, spiri-
tual retreats and adult education 
classes should be just as integral 
a part of the life of every mature 
Christian as professional devel-
opment programs and in-service 
seminars are for teachers, doc-
tors, auto mechanics, etc. This 
goes double for those in positions 
of leadership in the parish. A 
four-star parishioner takes part 
in every bible-study, seminar, 
retreat and adult-education class 
they are able to. When people fall 
in love they want to learn every-
thing about each other. If I love 
God, I’ll want to learn as much as 
I can about Him.
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What’s stopping you from be-
coming a four-star parishioner?

Fr. Bohdan Hladio

Pentecost is the feast of the enliv-
ening of the Church and each of 
us individually. The Holy Spirit is 
poured into us to give us the pos-
sibility of living the Christian life. 
How many of us freely choose to 
be one- or two-star parishioners, 
dampening or even extinguishing 
the Spirit?

Father John

Feastdays
In June, we celebrate the follow-
ing feastdays. Please join us!

Ascension of the Lord
June 13
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Wed)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)

Holy Pentecost
June 23
Vespers/Litiya, 5:00 pm (Sat)
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am (Sun)
 Kneeling Vespers

Nativity of St. John/Holy Spirit
Fr. John 34th Anniversary
 of Ordination
June 24
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Mon)

Ss. Peter and Paul
Parish Patronal Feastday
June 29
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Fri)
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am (Sat)

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, June 1st. 
We gather at 10:30 am to pre-
pare bag lunches then go down 
to distribute them to the needy. 
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Join us! If you can donate any of 
the items needed for the lunches, 
it would be appreciated. We also 
have a need for basic toiletries: 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 
etc. If you have any travel size 
items, leave them in the bin in the 
church vestibule. Thank you!

Youth Activities
The annual “graduation” of • 
the church school and a par-
ish picnic will take place on 
Sunday, June 2, following the 
liturgy. We thank our dedicat-
ed teachers and congratulate 
our children for navigating 
another school year!
Father John and Matushka Liz • 
will host a youth swim party 
at their home on Sunday, June 
9, in the afternoon. All are 
invited and welcome to join 
us! More details will be an-
nounced. 

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy will 
be served on the second Saturday 
of the month, June 8th, as usual. 
Fr. Alexander will be hearing Rus-
sian language confessions at 9:00 
am. The liturgy is scheduled to 
begin at 10:00 am.

Father Away
Father John and Matushka Liz 
will be away June 14-21, attend-
ing a family wedding back east. 
Local clergy who normally fill in 
are also away at that time, so we 
will welcome Fr. John Strickland 
and his family from St. Kather-
ine’s College in Encenitas, Cali-
fornia, who will be visiting Las 
Vegas and serving in Father’s 
absence.
 Should an emergency arise 
during the absence, please 
contact Father John on his cell 

phone, and an appropriate local 
response will be coordinated. 
Thank you for your understand-
ing!

Pentecost/Fast-Free
The Great and Holy Feast of 
Pentecost (Descent of the Holy 
Spirit Upon the Apostles) will be 
celebrated on June 22-23. We will 
celebrate the Kneeling Vespers of 
Pentecost after liturgy. As is cus-
tomary in the Orthodox Church, 
the week following Pentecost is 
a fast-free week. Due to the late 
date of Pascha, this also elimi-
nates the Apostles Fast this year!

Anniversary
The celebration of the Nativity 
of St. John The Baptist (this year 
also the Day of the Holy Spirit)
will take place on Monday, June 
24. This is also the 34th anniver-
sary of Father John’s ordination 
to the Holy Priesthood!

Parish Feastday
Our parish patronal feastday, the 
Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, will be celebrated on 
June 28-29. Since the feastday 
falls on a Saturday, it would be 
nice to have a glorious celebra-
tion with as many as possible 
joining us for the services!

Adult Classes
Our weekly adult discussion 
group will take the annual sum-
mer hiatus. We will resume 
classes in September.

Capital Improvements
The following serious infrastruc-
ture projects need to be done: 
replacement of the HVAC units 
for the church, upgraded doors 
and shutters for the security of 
the church building, parking lot 

repair and resealing, and antici-
pated roof repairs.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund these proj-
ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish.

Eritrean Services
There is now a regular service in 
Tigrenya each Thursday unless 
a change is announced by Father 
John. The service will begin every 
Thursday at 8:00 am.

Coffee Chat
Unless otherwise noted in our 
calendar, we meet on Thursdays, 
at 10:00 am at the Badger Café, 
southeast corner of Spencer 
and Tropicana. June is a strange 
month for Coffee Chat. Father is 
away on June 6 and 20. June 13 
is the Great and Holy Feast of the 
Ascension of our Lord and we 
will go for breakfast after liturgy 
that morning. June 27 is the next 
“normal” Coffee Chat. We will 
continue to meet over the sum-
mer months with any changes 
being announced later.

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our schedule for the • weekly 
clean-up of the church needs 
volunteers. The duty is easy, 
takes two hours at the most, 
and you can do it at your con-
venience as Father will pro-
vide a key and entry instruc-
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tions. Also needed:
Coffee Hour•  volunteers are 
needed.
Bell-ringer•  volunteers are 
needed.
Greeters•  are needed.

Please offer some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. Sign-up lists are available 
in the church.

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-

quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
May 21, 2013 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Father thanked everyone who • 
helped make Holy Week and 
Pascha a glorious and won-
derful celebration.
Commented on how nice the • 
Agape Meal was on Thomas 
Sunday, and the 25th Anniver-
sary celebration on May 19. 
All had a great time at both.
Father announced the Bish-• 
op’s Council and Diocesan 
Council meetings on June 5-6 
and his absence to attend 
those meetings.
Father John will conducted a • 
workshop on Christian Stew-
ardship for the faithful of St. 
Peter the Aleut parish in Lake 
Havasu, AZ, on June 8. He will 
return in time for Vespers 
that evening.
Reminded the council of his • 
absence for a family wedding 
June 14-21. Fr. John Strick-
land will serve for Fr. John.

Vice President: Laura continues 
her recovery and has been able to 
attend some services. Continue to 
keep her in your prayers.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short   
reported that we are totally cur-
rent on all our bills. Our Rainy 
Day Fund continues to grow.
  Capital Fund: There is a bal-
ance of $800 in the fund, and we 
will need another $5,000 in the 
near future to pay the balance 

on the HVAC replacement. The 
council moved and approved the 
use of profits (anticipated $1500-
2000) from the anniversary 
celebration for this fund.
 Father reported that the 
Romanian parish has received 
another temporary Certificate 
of Occupancy to their building. 
They will return to our building 
if necessary when that expires. 
Rent has been discontinued until 
such time as they may need our 
building again.
Income for April was: $20,383.16, 
and expenses of $17,455.94 for a 
surplus of $2,927.22.

YTD 2013
2013 YTD Inc $ 76,459.58
2013 YTD Exp $ 70,767.34
Inc over Exp $ 5,692.24

Buildings and Grounds: 
The lighting for the dome is • 
finished. One unit malfunc-
tioned, and it will be fixed.
Grounds: much work needs • 
to be done on the exterior 
grounds of the church prop-
erty. Eve Kaganovitch has 
volunteers from Southwest 
Airlines who wish to offer 
some time in service to us. 
We will coordinate a clean-up 
and yard work day.

Church School/Youth: The gradu-
ation prayers and picnic are set 
for June 2. A Youth Swim Party 
will be hosted at Father’s house 
on June 9.

Charity: Next Feeding of the 
Homeless will take place on 
June 1st. The collection bins for 
Friends of the Desert continues 
to receive regular donations.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: Great sup-
port was shown for the anniver-
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sary celebration, and we appreci-
ate it very much!

Outreach/Website: A very beauti-
ful, short video from the Pascha 
service is posted on our home 
page.

Russian: no report.

Stewardship: A renewed empha-
sis on support for the Capital 
Fund will commence. Our regular 
stewardship drive will take place 
in the fall.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: no report.

25th Anniversary: The whole 
celebration was wonderful. Great 
feedback from everyone about 
the Wine and Cheese (more 
like heavy snacks!) reception. 
The services with His Eminence 
went well and the banquet was a 
wonderful afternoon of food and 
fellowship.
 A special thank you to Pam 
Campbell and her many assis-
tants, who coordinated the event!

NEW BUSINESS
2014 Fundraising Dinner: Be-
cause of promotoion being 
planned at Sunset Gardens, Pam 
was approached about reserv-
ing a date if we are interested. 
Pam reserved February 23, 2014. 
Then a general discusssion about 
hte place of the dinner and fund-
raising in general took place. We 
will discuss further in June and 
make a decision on how to best 
move forward.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 25, 
2013, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF JUNE

Alexandra Allred
 June 12, 2002

Alexei Kaganovitch
 June 12, 2007

Girmai Johannes
 June 15, 1999

Amelia Vranesh
 June 17, 1991

John Vishnevsky
 June 19, 2007

Dorin Mihai Gutu
 June 21, 1989

Rose Silecky
 June 22, 2007

The Holy Fathers
On Pentecost

And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and 
it sat upon each of them; and 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit’ (Acts 2:3-4). They partook 
of fire, not of burning but of sav-
ing fire; of fire which consumes 
the thorns of sins, but gives 
luster to the soul. This is now 
coming upon you also, and that 
to strip away and consume your 
sins which are like thorns, and to 
brighten yet more that precious 
possession of your souls, and to 
give you grace; for He gave it then 
to the Apostles. And He sat upon 
them in the form of fiery tongues, 
that they might crown them-

selves with new and spiritual dia-
dems by fiery tongues upon their 
heads. A fiery sword barred of 
old the gates of Paradise; a fiery 
tongue which brought salvation 
restored the gift.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (Catechetical 
Lectures: Lecture 17 no. 15)

Brothers, we shall hymn with 
praise the tongues of the dis-
ciples, because, not with elegant 
speech, but in divine power 
they have revived all men. Be-
cause they took up His Cross as 
a reed, so that they might again 
use words as fishing lines and 
fish for the world since they had 
speech as a sharp fishhook, Since 
the flesh of the Master of all has 
become for them a bait, it has not 
sought to kill but it attracts to life 
those who worship and praise 
the All-Holy Spirit.

St Romanos the Melodist
On Pentecost

But as the old Confusion of 
tongues was laudable, when men 
who were of one language in 
wickedness and impiety, even as 
some now venture to be, were 
building the Tower; for by the 
confusion of their language the 
unity of their intention was bro-
ken up, and their undertaking de-
stroyed; so much more worthy of 
praise is the present miraculous 
one. For being poured from One 
Spirit upon many men, it brings 
them again into harmony. And 
there is a diversity of Gifts, which 
stands in need of yet another 
Gift to discern which is the best, 
where all are praiseworthy. 

St. Gregory Nazianzen,
Oration on Pentecost


