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MARK THE DATES

July 4: InDePenDenCe DAY
July 13: Russian Confessions, 9:00 AM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 AM

July 15: St. Vladimir, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 AM

July 26: St. Jacob of Alaska, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 AM

August 1: DORMITION FAST BEGINS; Procession of the Wood of the Cross,
  Divine Liturgy 8:00 AM, BlessIng of honeY

August 6: TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
August 10: Russian Confessions, 9:00 AM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 AM

August 15: DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
August 20: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 PM

August 24: FEEDING THE HOMELESS, 10:30 AM

August 29: Beheading of St. John the Baptist, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 AM (sTrICT fAsT)
June 29: SS. PETER AND PAUL (Parish Feastday), Divine Liturgy, 9:00 AM

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Transfiguration of the Lord — August 6
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DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: BowMAn

ePIsTle: sAs

PosT-CoMM: hooD

DeMko weDDIng, 3:00 PM
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russIAn ConfessIons, 9 AM

slAVonIC lITurgY, 10 AM

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: hooD

ePIsTle: sTrAnskY

PosT-CoMM: PArker
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JulY 7: CAMPBell/osBurn

JulY 14: MCAuleY/MurPhY

JulY 21: BrITTon/MAson

JulY 28: CAMPBell/MurPhY
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DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: sTrAnskY

ePIsTle: Dresko

PosT-CoMM: Brooks

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

Coffee ChAT, 10:00 AM

erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

Coffee ChAT, 10:00 AM
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GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

sT. VlADIMIr
DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: Dresko

ePIsTle: YouTh

PosT-CoMM: BroPhY

ST. JACOB OF ALASKA
DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions
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erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

Coffee ChAT, 10:00 AM

erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

no Coffee ChAT

InDePenDenCe DAY

BAPTISMS, 11:00 AM
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DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: BowMAn

ePIsTle: sTrAnskY

PosT-CoMM: Dresko

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

Coffee ChAT, 10:00 AM

erITreAn serVICe, 8:00 AM

Coffee ChAT, 10:00 AM
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GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

DORMITION FAST BEGINS
WOOD OF THE CROSS

DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

BlessIng of honeY

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 AM

hours: Dresko

ePIsTle: YouTh

PosT-CoMM: BroPhY

BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN
DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

sTRiCT fAsT

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions
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DORMITION OF
THE THEOTOKOS

DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

BlessIng of flowers

TRANSFIGURATION
OF THE LORD

DIVIne lITurgY, 8:00 AM

BlessIng of fruIT

VesPers/lITIYA, 6:30 PM

BlessIng of fruIT

VesPers/lITIYA, 6:30 PM

BlessIng of flowers

PArIsh CounCIl, 6:00 PM

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

feeDIng The hoMeless, 
10:30 AM
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Can we relax?
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We live in difficult times. 
Perhaps no more or 
less difficult than any 

other times. Perhaps our diffi-
culties today are just “different 
difficulties” than those presented 
to others at other times. But dif-
ficult the times certainly are.
 As Christians, all of us must 
be concerned at the assault on 
faith going on in our society 
today. Basic Christian morality is 
seen as prejudice, basic Christian 
(even biblical!) language is now 
considered “hate” by many and 
basic Christian practice is ridi-
culed (and may soon be prohib-
ited) in the public square.
 Sin and sinful behavior is now 
exalted as normal and even be-
havior to aspire to and emulate. 
Even groups that call themselves 
“Christian churches” have fallen 
so far from the one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church and her 
teachings and behaviors that they 
are unrecognizable to those truly 
seeking God with purity of heart.

In the midst of this craziness, 
we come to summer. Summer 
is serious weather here in the 

Las Vegas Valley.
 But summer in 2013 America 

is also an attitude or state of 
mind. It is a mix of survival from 
the weather, a little bit of laziness 
and relaxation, and “time off” 
from as much normal routine and 
work as possible.
 While all of that is probably 
ok in small doses, it becomes le-
thal to a Christian in larger doses. 
The difficult times that we live 
in require a type of diligence in 
effort and vigilance in attention 
that preclude us giving in com-
pletely to summertime indiffer-
ence.

The Church prays at every 
service for “travellers by 
land, by sea, and by air.” 

We very easily fall into the trap 
of thinking this is merely for safe 
travels — so we “don’t crash.”  
And that is true to a point.
 But the Church also prays for 
travellers because she knows that 
routine and vigilance is disrupted 
when we travel. When routine 
and vigilance is disrupted, we are 
open to greater temptation. We 
fail to pray. We don’t fast. We skip 
church services. We even get eas-
ily iritated while “relaxing.”
 It is interesting that the last 
two Great and Holy Feasts of the 

church year fall during the wan-
ing days of summer. The feasts, 
Transfiguration and Dormition, 
offer us guidance on how to sur-
vive summertime temptations, 
the drift away from Christ going 
on in our society, and offer a clear 
vision for us to embrace in our 
search for truth.

Transfiguration, falling on 
August 6, is the feast of 
Christ revealing His divine 

glory to His disciples on Mount 
Tabor, shinging with the divine 
light in their presence along with 
Moses and Elijah.
 We must understand that 
“transfiguration” is a basic goal 
and expectation of the Christian 
life. We are born unknowing little 
children into a world full of sin 
and struggle, but are given the 
gift of God’s Spirit to enliven us 
and lead us into light and knowl-
edge.
 We spend our whole life being 
transfigured from, in the words 
of the baptismal prayers, the “old 
man” full of corruption and the 
lusts of the flesh into the new 
man created in the image and 
likeness not only of God, but the 
risen God, shining with the divine  



light of Transfiguration.
 We bless fruit on the feast 
of Transfiguartion as sign of the 
transformation from seed to fruit 
that must go on in each of our 
lives. As we face the difficulties 
and tugs of this world, we must 
live transfigured lives — not con-
tent to be accepted and “one of 
the crowd.” We must shine with 
the light of Christ, and that makes 
us different in the deepest sense 
of the word.

Dormition, falling on Au-
gust 15, is the celebration 
of the translation of the 

Mother of God from this world to 
the Kingdom of Heaven.
 “Dormition”, as we witness 
in the Virgin Mary, is also a basic 
goal of every Christian. We must 
live lives that lead to our own 
Pascha as Mary did. Her holiness 
and fidelity to her Son meant that 
death could not hold her because 
she was already dead.
 We must die before our own 
death. We were offered to death 
and resurrection in our baptisms, 
but that death and resurrection 
must be lived out each day. That’s 
why we were given the “seal of 
the Holy Spirit,” to give the pos-
sibility of dying and living at the 
same time.
 We must struggle with our 
passions. We must struggle to 
see and embrace the Truth (who 
is Christ). We must struggle to 
swim against the currents of the 
time. We can only live to Christ 
when we die to the world. That’s 
one of the reasons there  is a two-
week fast before the celebration 
of Dormition.

We are given, by the Church, 
what we need to see the 

difficult times for what they are. 

The Church gives us what we 
need to be strong and do battle 
against the tides of the times. The 
Church invites us into the reality 
of transfiguration and dormition, 
helping us be different in this 
world, and dead to it. The Church 
calls us to the celebration of, and 
participation in, the Kingdom 
which is so completely “other” 
that this world cannot endure the 
shining of its Light.
 Does any of this sound like we 
have two or three months of lazi-
ness, relaxation and “time off”? 
Or does it sound more like we get 
some “time outs” like in a football 
game to catch our breath before 
getting back to the task at hand?
 If we have any doubts, re-
member that the last major feast 
before the beginning of the new 
church year is the Beheading 
of St. John the Baptist, the one 
Jesus called, “the greatest born of 
women.”

Be strong.

Father John

Feastdays
In Summer, we celebrate the fol-
lowing feastdays. Please join us!

St. Vladimir
July 15
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Mon)

St. Jacob of Alaska
July 26
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Fri)

Procession of the Cross
August 1
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)
 Blessing of Honey
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Transfiguration of the Lord
August 6
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Mon)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Tues)
 Blessing of Fruit

Dormition of the Theotokos
August 15
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Wed)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)
 Blessing Flowers

Beheading of St. John the Baptist
August 29 (Strict Fast Day)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)

Summer
As we move into the summer 
months, we are reminded that 
we should guard our souls in a 
more dedicated way than dur-
ing the “normal” time of the year. 
We have regular services, fasting 
days are normal and the Dormi-
tion Fast falls in August, and we 
have numerous feastdays to cel-
ebrate. Laziness and apathy must 
be fought!
 Every parish suffers sum-
mer doldrums in attendance and 
giving. Please remember that 
our needs continue during these 
months and some actually go up 
(electric, etc.). Please continue 
your regular stewardship during 
these months. 

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy will 
be served on the second Saturday 
of the summer months, July 13th 
and August 10th, as usual. Fr. Al-
exander will be hearing Russian 
language confessions at 9:00 am. 
The liturgy is scheduled to begin 
at 10:00 am.

Dormition Fast
The annual Dormition Fast be-
gins on August 1st and ends with 

the celebration of the Great and 
Holy Feast of the Dormition of 
the Theotokos on August 15th.

Blessings
The Church reminds us of the 
glories of summer with a mul-
titude of blessings during the 
month of August. On the first, we 
bless honey as part of the feast 
of the Procession of the Wood of 
the Cross. On the sixth, we bless 
fruit as part of the feast of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord. On 
the fifteenth, we bless flowers 
as part of the feast of the Dormi-
tion of the Theotokos. Please 
bring the bounties of the earth to 
the church for blessing on those 
days!

Capital Improvements
We have received a bid on the re-
pair, resealing and re-striping of 
our parking lot. We anticipated a 
bid of $20K. The bid came in at 
$7,800. We can commence with 
this project as soon as donations 
come in. The bid is only good 
until August. Please help!
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund needed proj-
ects. We have collected approxi-
mately $20K. We ask everyone 
to consider a special donation to 
this fund, above and beyond your 
normal contributions for the sup-
port of the parish.

Adult Classes
Our weekly adult discussion 
group is taking the annual sum-
mer hiatus. We will resume 
classes in September.

Coffee Chat
Unless otherwise noted in our 
calendar, we meet on Thursdays, 
at 10:00 am at the Badger Café, 
southeast corner of Spencer 
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and Tropicana. We will con-
tinue to meet over the summer 
months with any changes being 
announced later.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, August 
24th. We gather at 10:30 am to 
prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can donate 
any of the items needed for the 
lunches, it would be appreciated. 
We also have a need for basic 
toiletries: toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, soap, etc. If you have 
any travel size items, leave them 
in the bin in the church vestibule. 
Thank you!

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our schedule for the • weekly 
clean-up of the church needs 
volunteers. The duty is easy, 
takes two hours at the most, 
and you can do it at your con-
venience as Father will pro-
vide a key and entry instruc-
tions. Also needed:
Coffee Hour•  volunteers are 
needed.
Bell-ringer•  volunteers are 
needed.
Greeters•  are needed.

Please offer some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. Sign-up lists are available 
in the church.

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
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Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
June 25, 2013 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Father thanked everyone who • 
helped out with the parish 
picnic, the swim party for the 
kids, and holding down the 

fort when he was away.
Father dicussed other parish • 
matters with the council.

Vice President: Laura continues 
her recovery and was present for 
the meeting. She thanked every-
one for their prayers and love.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short   
reported that although we are 
totally current on all our bills, 
July and August are historically 
difficult months. Our Rainy Day 
Fund continues to grow.
  Capital Fund: There is a bal-
ance of $700 in the fund, and we 
will need to grow the fund before 
taking the next step in improv-
ing our infrastructure. The HVAC 
project is completely paid off.
Income for May was: $20,992.18, 
and expenses of $23,265.94 for a 
deficit of $2,273.76.

YTD 2013
2013 YTD Inc $ 97,451.76
2013 YTD Exp $ 94,033.28
Inc over Exp $ 3,418.48

Buildings and Grounds: 
Grounds: much work needs • 
to be done on the exterior 
grounds of the church proper-
ty. Eve Kaganovitch has volun-
teers from Southwest Airlines 
who wish to offer some time 
in service to us. Kevin and 
Pam will follow-up.
Kevin had hoped to have a bid • 
for the repair of the parking 
lot for us to discuss. It will be 
in hand on June 26.

Church School/Youth: No report

Charity: Next Feeding of the 
Homeless will take place on 
August 24th.  At the last Feeding 
of the Homeless, 150 sandwiches 
were distributed. With Kevin 
donating the water, Vera donated 

10 loaves of bread and an anony-
mous donation of  $20.00 dollars 
the total expenditure was $83.95. 
We have $211.88 in the fund.
 The collection bins for 
Friends of the Desert continues 
to receive regular donations.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: No report.

Outreach/Website: No report.

Russian: No report.

Stewardship: A renewed empha-
sis on support for the Capital 
Fund will commence. Our regular 
stewardship drive will take place 
in the fall.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: Kevin is going to 
check on anti-pigeon defense 
items we might install in the 
tower to convince the pigeons to 
move on.

NEW BUSINESS
Fundraising/Fellowship: The 
council had an in-depth discus-
sion on the role and types of 
fundraising in our parish. Gener-
ally, we are in agreement that 
budget support should be the 
responsibility of us as members 
of the Body of Christ. We agreed-
ddddd that a Fellowship Com-
mittee should be formed to plan 
quarterly events that would bring 
us together, not necessarily for 
fundraising. Any funds raised as 
a result might be earmarked for 
the Capital Fund.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 
20, 2013, 6:00 pm.
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PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF JULY

Emma Mantsakanian
 July 5, 2006

Josephine Buduris
 July 6, 1990

Tzahanesh Habtom
 July 9, 2009

Charles Joseph St. John
 July 19, 1998

Eugene Pater
 July 25, 2003

Anna Allee
 July 27, 1991

Alexander Korobkov
 July 27, 1995

Ronald John Sufana
 July 29, 1994

Mary Skirpan
 July 30, 2002

Veronica Pavelle
 July 30, 2003

MONTH OF AUGUST

Eugenia Shevchenko
 August 1, 2011

Linda Elaine Miller
 August 2, 1992

Ingrid Mary Earp
 August 4, 1999

Verna Ruth Schulz
 August 5, 2002

Jane Papazis
 August 6, 2002

Antonina Onufrijew
 August 7, 2004

Helen Vuranovich
 August 8, 1995

Nicholas Vuceta
 August 13, 2002

John Maravich
 August 14, 2000

Edward Benson
 August 15, 1992

Alganesh Tasfazion
 August 15, 2008

Charles Kulina
 August 16, 1994

Sabina Maria Boldescu
 August 19, 2003

Alexandra Kurakina
 August 24, 2005

Ziad Madanat
 August 27, 2000

St. John of Damascus
On Dormition

Today the holy Virgin of Virgins 
is presented in the heavenly 
temple. Virginity in her was so 
strong as to be a consuming fire. 
It is forfeited in every case by 
child-birth. But she is ever a vir-
gin, before the event, in the birth 
itself, and afterwards.
 Today the sacred and 
living ark of the living God, who 
conceived her Creator Himself, 
takes up her abode in the temple 
of God, not made by hands. David, 
her forefather,* rejoices. Angels 
and Archangels are in jubila-
tion, Powers exult, Principalities 
and Dominations, Virtues and 
Thrones are in gladness: Cheru-
bim and Seraphim magnify God. 
Not the least of their Praise is it 
to refer praise to the Mother of 
glory.
 Today the holy dove, the 
pure and guileless soul, sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit, putting off the 
ark of her body, the life-giving 
receptacle of Our Lord, found rest 
to the soles of her feet, taking her 
flight to the spiritual world, and 
dwelling securely in the sinless 
country above.
 Today the Eden of the new 
Adam receives the true paradise, 
in which sin is remitted and the 
tree of life growl, and our naked-
ness is covered. For we are no 
longer naked and uncovered, and 
unable to bear the splendour of 
the divine likeness. Strengthened 
with the abundant grace of the 
Spirit, we shall no longer betray 
our nakedness in the words: “I 
have Put off my garment, how 
shall I put it on?” The serpent, by 
whose deceitful promise we were 
likened to brute beasts, did not 
enter into this paradise. He, the 
only begotten Son of God, God 
himself, of the same substance 
as the Father, took His human 
nature of the pure Virgin. Being 
constituted a man, He made mor-
tality immortal, and was clothed 
as a man. Putting aside corrup-
tion, He was indued with the 
incorruptibility of the Godhead. 

(Sermon Two on the Dormition)


