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MARK THE DATES

April 4, Akathist to the Theotokos, 6:30 pM

April 5: Lenten Retreat with Fr.  John Erickson, St. John the Baptist Church
April 6: LAST CHURCH SCHOOL CLASS; Holy Unction Service, 6:00 pM, HERE
April 10: CHURCH CLEAN UP, 2:00 pM

April 12: LAZARUS SATURDAY, Kid’s Proskomedia and Liturgy, 9:00 aM

April 13: ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM (PALM SUNDAY)
 HOLY WEEK SERVICES (see schedule on calendar)
April 20: THE HOLY PASCHA (see schedule on calendar)
April 27: AGAPE MEAL after liturgy; GRAVE BLESSINGS after meal

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

CHRIST IS RISEN!! THE HOLY PASCHA - April 20
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In the Orthodox Church the 
last week of Christ’s life is of-
ficially called Passion Week....

Earthly life ceases for the faithful 
as they “go up with the Lord to 
Jerusalem” (Matins of Great and 
Holy Monday).
 Each day of Holy Week has its 
own particular theme. The theme 
of Monday is that of the sterile fig 
tree which yields no fruit and is 
condemned. Tuesday the accent 
is on the vigilance of the wise vir-
gins who, unlike their foolish sis-
ters, were ready when the Lord 
came to them. Wednesday the 
focus is on the fallen woman who 
repents. Great emphasis is made 
in the liturgical services to com-
pare the woman, a sinful harlot 
who is saved, to Judas, a chosen 
apostle who is lost. The one gives 
her wealth to Christ and kisses 
his feet; the other betrays Christ 
for money with a kiss....

Behold, the bridegroom comes 
in the middle of the night and 
blessed is the servant whom he 
shall find watching, and unworthy 
the servant whom he shall find 
heedless. Take care then, O my 
soul, and be not weighed down by 
sleep that you will not be given 
over unto death and be excluded 

from the Kingdom. But rise up 
and call out: Holy, Holy, Holy art T 
hou O God, by the Theotokos have 
mercy on us (Troparion of the 
First Three Days).

 ...The main theme of Holy 
Thursday is the meal itself at 
which Christ commanded that 
the Passover of the New Cov-
enant be eaten in remembrance 
of himself, of his body broken and 
his blood shed for the remission 
of sins. In addition, Judas’ be-
trayal and Christ’s washing of his 
disciples feet is also central to the 
liturgical commemoration of the 
day....

When Thy glorious disciples were 
enlightened at the washing of 
their feet before the supper, then 
the impious Judas was darkened 
by the disease of avarice, and to 
the lawless judges he betrayed 
Thee, the Righteous Judge. Behold, 
O lover of money, this man be-
cause of avarice hanged himself. 
Flee from the insatiable desire 
which dared such things against 
the Master! O Lord who deals 
righteously with all, glory to Thee 
(Troparion of Holy Thursday).

In the regions of the Master, at the 
Table of Immortality, in the high 

place, with minds lifted up, come, 
O ye faithful, let us eat with de-
light. ...(Ninth Ode of the Canon of 
Matins).

 The Divine Liturgy of Saint 
Basil is served on Holy Thursday 
in connection with Vespers....
The following hymn replaces the 
Cherubic Hymn of the offertory 
of the liturgy, and serves as well 
as the Communion and Post-
Communion Hymns.

Of Thy mystical supper, O Son of 
God, accept me today a commu-
nicant, for I will not speak of Thy 
mystery to thine enemies, neither 
like Judas will I give Thee a kiss, 
but like the thief will I confess 
Thee: Remember me, O Lord, in 
Thy kingdom.

 The liturgical celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thurs-
day is not merely the annual 
remembrance of the institution 
of the sacrament of Holy Com-
munion. Indeed the very event of 
the Passover Meal itself was not 
merely the last-minute action by 
the Lord to “institute” the central 
sacrament of the Christian Faith 
before his passion and death. On 
the contrary, the entire mission 
of Christ, and indeed the very 



purpose for the creation of the 
world in the first place, is so that 
God’s beloved creature, made in 
his own divine image and like-
ness, could be in the most inti-
mate communion with him for 
eternity, sitting at table with him, 
eating and drinking in his unend-
ing kingdom....
 In a real sense, therefore, it is 
true to say that the body broken 
and the blood spilled spoken of 
by Christ at his last supper with 
the disciples was not merely an 
anticipation and preview of what 
was yet to come; but that what 
was yet to come—the cross, the 
tomb, the resurrection on the 
third day, the ascension into 
heaven—came to pass precisely 
so that men could be blessed by 
God to be in holy communion 
with him forever, eating and 
drinking at the mystical table of 
his kingdom of which there will 
be no end.

 Matins of Holy Friday are 
generally celebrated on Thursday 
night. The main feature of this 
service is the reading of twelve 
selections from the Gospels, all of 
which are accounts of the passion 
of Christ....

 The first service belonging 
to Holy Saturday—called in the 
Church the Blessed Sabbath—is 
the Vespers of Good Friday. It is 
usually celebrated in the mid-
afternoon to commemorate the 
burial of Jesus....
 ...after the Our Father, while 
the people sing the troparion of 
the day, the priest circles the al-
tar table with the winding-sheet 
carried above his head and places 
it into the tomb for veneration by 
the faithful.

    The noble Joseph, when he 

had taken down Thy most pure 
body from the Tree, wrapped it 
in fine linen and anointed it with 
spices, and placed it in a new tomb 
(Troparion of Holy Saturday).

 The Matins of Holy Saturday 
are usually celebrated on Friday 
night....In place of the regular 
psalm reading the entire Psalm 
119 is read with a verse praising 
the dead Saviour chanted be-
tween each of its lines. This par-
ticular psalm is the verbal icon of 
Jesus, the righteous man whose 
life is in the hands of God and 
who, therefore, cannot remain 
dead....
 After the final glorification of 
the Trinity, the church building 
is lighted and the first announce-
ment of the women coming to 
the tomb resounds through the 
congregation as the celebrant 
censes the entire church. Here 
for the first time comes the clear 
proclamation of the good news of 
salvation in Christ’s resurrection.
 The canon song of Matins 
continues to praise Christ’s 
victory over death by his own 
death....Here for the first time 
there emerges the indication 
that this Sabbath, this particu-
lar Saturday on which Christ lay 
dead—is truly the most blessed 
seventh day that ever existed. 
This is the day when Christ rests 
from his work of recreating the 
world. This is the day when the 
Word of God “through whom all 
things were made” (Jn 1:3) rests 
as a dead man in the grave, sav-
ing the world of his own creation 
and opening the graves:

This is the most blessed Sabbath 
on which Christ sleeps, but to rise 
again on the third day (Kontakion 
and Oikos).
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 Again, the canon ends on the 
final note of the victory of Christ.

Lament not for me, Mother, be-
holding me in the grave, the son 
whom you have born in seedless 
conception, for I will arise and be 
glorified, and will exalt with glory, 
unceasingly as God, all those who 
with faith and love glorify you 
(Ninth Ode of the Canon).

 ...the congregation with light-
ed candles continually repeats 
the song of the Thrice Holy, and 
the faithful—led by their pastor 
carrying the Gospel Book with 
the winding-sheet of Christ held 
over his head—go in procession 
around the outside of the church 
building. This procession bears 
witness to the total victory of 
Christ over the powers of dark-
ness and death. The whole uni-
verse is cleansed, redeemed and 
re stored by the entrance of the 
Life of the World into death.
 As the procession returns to 
the church building, the troparia 
are sung once again, and the 
prophecy of Ezekiel about the 
“dry bones” of Israel is chanted 
with great solemnity:

And you shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves, O 
my people. And I will put my spirit 
within you and you shall live. 
...(Ezek 37:1-14).

 ...The Vespers and Matins of 
the Blessed Sabbath, together 
with the Divine Liturgy which fol-
lows, form a masterpiece of the 
Orthodox liturgical tradition....All 
through the services the victory 
of Christ is contemplated and the 
resurrection is proclaimed. For 
it is indeed only in the light of 
the victorious resurrection that 
the deepest divine and eternal 
meaning of the events of Christ’s 

passion and death can be genu-
inely grasped, adequately appre-
ciated and properly glorified and 
praised.
 On Holy Saturday itself, Ves-
pers are served with the Divine 
Liturgy of St Basil the Great....
Following the evening entrance 
which is made with the Book of 
the Gospels, fifteen readings from 
the Old Testament scriptures are 
read, all of which relate to God’s 
work of creation and salvation 
which has been summed up and 
fulfilled in the coming of the 
predicted Messiah....the epistle 
reading follows at this point. It is 
the normal baptismal selection of 
the Orthodox Church (Rom 6:3-
11)....At this time the royal gates 
are closed, and the celebrants 
and altar servers change their 
robes from the dark vestments of 
the passion into the bright vest-
ments of Christ’s victory over 
death. At this time all vestings of 
the church appointments are also 
changed into the color signify-
ing Christ’s triumph over sin, the 
devil and death. This revesting 
takes place while the people sing 
the verses of Psalm 82: Arise O 
Lord and judge the earth, for to 
Thee belong all the nations.

...The Divine Liturgy then contin-
ues in the brilliance of Christ’s 
destruction of death. The follow-
ing song replaces the Cherubic 
Hymn of the offertory:

Let all mortal flesh keep silent and 
in fear and trembling stand, pon-
dering nothing earthly-minded. 
For the King of Kings and the Lord 
of Lords comes to be slain, to give 
himself as food to the faithful.

Before him go the ranks of angels: 
all the principalities and powers, 
the many-eyed cherubim and the 
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six-winged seraphim, covering 
their faces, singing the hymn: Al-
leluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

...Originally this Liturgy was 
the Easter baptismal liturgy of 
Christians. It remains today as 
the annual experience for every 
Christian of his own dying and 
rising with the Lord.
 Christ lies dead, yet he is 
alive. He is in the tomb, but 
already he is “trampling down 
death by death, and upon those 
in the tombs bestowing life.” 
There is nothing more to do now 
but to live through the evening 
of the Blessed Sabbath on which 
Christ sleeps, awaiting the mid-
night hour when the Day of our 
Lord will begin to dawn upon 
us, and the night full of light will 
come when we will proclaim with 
the angel: “He is risen, he is not 
here; see the tomb where they 
laid him” (Mk 16:6).

Father Thomas Hopko

Feastdays
In April, we celebrate the follow-
ing feastdays. Please join us!

Lazarus Saturday
April 12
Matins, 6:30 pm (Fri)
Proskomedia and Liturgy
9:00 am (Sat)
All Kids asked to attend

Entrance of our Lord into
 Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
April 13
Vespers, Litiya and Blessing of 
Palms, 6:30 pm (Sat)
Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am (Sun)
 Procession with Palms

HOLY WEEK AND PASCHA
April 13-20
(see calendar for detailed 
schedule of services)



• 4 •

Great Lent Concludes
Continue a sincere lenten effort 
to pray, fast, give alms and jour-
ney with our parish in as many of 
the services as is possible. More 
quiet, less noise, more prayer, 
less food, more Scripture, less TV 
should be a goal. 
 All parishioners of confess-
ing age should make the journey 
to the Sacrament of Confession 
during Lent. During Lent, Father 
hears confessions on Wednes-
days, 5:30-6:20 pm, Saturdays 
after Vespers and by appoint-
ment. He does not mind making 
appointments! Confessions will 
be scheduled only for special 
circumstances after the Eve of 
Palm Sunday (April 12). It is 
already the last minute!

Adult Retreat
Our annual Lenten Retreat has 
been set for Saturday, April 5, 
at St. John the Baptist Church. 
The retreatmaster will be Father 
John Erickson, retired Dean of St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary and Profes-
sor of Church History. His topic 
will be “Does Christian Marriage 
have a Future?” Let Father know 
immediately if you plan to at-
tend. The flyer is attached to this 
newsletter.

Church School
The last scheduled class for the 
church school year is Sunday, 
April 6. Graduation and promo-
tion ceremonies will be held in 
May. There will be some specially 
scheduled activities for the youth 
after Pascha in lieu of regular 
classes. Those will be announced. 
History has shown great difficul-
ty with attendance after Pascha.

Lazarus Saturday
As has become our custom, on 

Lazarus Saturday, April 12, Fa-
ther will serve the Proskomedia 
in the center of the church to 
allow our church school students 
to see the preparation and make 
their own commemorations. All 
are welcome and encouraged to 
attend.
 Following liturgy we will 
need some help in preparing the 
plams and willows for the service 
that evening.

Holy Week
Everyone is encouraged to set 
aside as much time as possible to 
make the liturgical journey with 
us from the glory of Palm Sunday, 
through the darkness of Holy Fri-
day, the descent into hell of Holy 
Saturday and the glory of the 
Resurrection. There are services 
everyday — join us!

PASCHAL SCHEDULE
Please note there is a minor 
change to our Paschal schedule 
from years past. The Paschal 
celebration will start at 11:00 
pm on Saturday evening, April 19, 
not 11:30 pm.
 The Blessing of Baskets will 
take place following the Paschal 
Liturgy. Father will also bless 
baskets after Vespers on Sunday 
at noon for those unable to ven-
ture out at night.

NO Slavonic Service
Because the Holy Week/Paschal 
cycle of services falls during the 
usual time of Father Alexan-
der’s visitation, there will be no 
Slavonic services at St. Paul this 
month. Father will resume his 
visits in May.

Agape Meal
Our annual Agape Meal after 
Pascha will be held on Thomas 

Sunday, April 27, following litur-
gy. The pork and lamb are being 
catered by Sophocles Frangakis 
and there is a lot luck sign-up for 
everything else. Please volunteer 
to bring something and join us to 
celebrate!

Grave Blessings
Following the Agape Meal on 
April 27, we will immediately 
begin grave blessings. The sched-
ule is a little different this year. 
We will go to Davis Cemetery 
first, then go out to Boulder City 
Veterans and Municipal.
 On Tuesday morning (Day 
of Rejoicing), April 29, we will go 
to Palm Downtown at 10:00 am, 
then Palm Eastern following that.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, May 
31st. We gather at 10:30 am to 
prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can donate 
any of the items needed for the 
lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

Capital Improvements
We have received a bid on the 
repair, resealing and re-striping 
of our parking lot. We anticipated 
a bid of $20K. The bid came in 
at $7,800. We need to repair the 
parking lot before the extreme 
heat comes in. We still need 
about $4,000.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund needed proj-
ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish.
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Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A personal meeting 
scheduled with Fr. John will be 
necessary to schedule any bap-
tism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.

Parish Council Synopsis
March 18, 2014 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Thanked parish council members 
for their prayerful support for 
himself and for Fr. John Bruchok 
during their recent surgeries.  
Father John Bruchok continues 
to recover at home.  He is getting 
physical therapy and progressing 
well with a walker.  We are hope-
ful that he will return to service 
by Pascha.
 Fr. John is being tasked by 
the bishop to serve on a com-
mittee to investigate a situation 
at another parish in the diocese. 
This will necessitate an overnight 
trip.
 Fr. John will be away togeth-
er with Matushka Liz on May 17 
and 18, 2014 for the 50th anni-
versary celebration of his home 
parish in Rochester, New York.  
 We welcome a new member, 
Sam Georges, who had been liv-
ing in San Diego and has moved 
to Las Vegas.

Vice President: Ginny Hood at-
tended the Pan-Orthodox Vespers 
at the new St. George Romanian 
Orthodox Church and reports it 
was a delightful experience. This 
parish held Liturgy at St. Paul’s 
during the construction of their 
own church and their parishio-
ners expressed gratitude to the 
people of St. Paul’s for the help 
they received.  
 The cleanliness issues noted 
with the parish hall appear to 
have been resolved, with no new 
problems at this time.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
informed the council that the 
church is now totally current on 
all financial items.
  Capital Fund: $4,559.28

 Rainy Day: $6,753.28
 Icon Fund: $7,047.71
 Gourmet Dinner total gross 
income was $13,347.00 with 
expenses of $4,877.66 for net 
proceeds of $8,369.34.
Income for February was 
$31,558.73, with expenses of 
$20,508.50 for a surplus of 
$11,050.23. 

YTD 2014
2014 Inc $ 59,722.98
2014 Exp $ 39,315.75
Inc over Exp $ 20,407.23

Buildings and Grounds:   • 
Fr. John reported for Kevin that 
$150.00 was given to Kevin to 
pay for floor refinishing in the 
parish hall. This will be done 
before Pascha. 
 Two Sundays ago we re-
ceived a quote from LDI Land-
scaping company for rehabilita-
tion of the church grounds. This 
bid of $1600.00 will include 
re-seeding the center courtyard, 
and xeriscaping the two pads 
in front of the church, weeding, 
trimming the palms and bushes. 
A separate bid of $500.00 was 
given for removing protruding 
tree roots from the courtyard and 
repairing the irrigation system. 
LDI landscaping has requested 
half of the total cost now and will 
accept two separate payments for 
the balance. Joe Wheeler moved 
and Jim Brophy seconded to pay 
$2100.00 for both of these bids. 
Motion carried unanimously by 
council members. A check for 
$1050.00 will be taken from the 
Capital Fund and given to Ginny 
Hood to pay the LDI landscaping. 
The general consensus was that 
$2100 was a very good price for 
the amount of work needed to 
be done. LDI is able to start the 



work immediately.
 A discussion ensued re-
garding the establishment of a 
contract with LDI for regular 
maintenance. This is estimated to 
be $350.00 per month for twice 
monthly landscaping services. 
It would exclude the property 
in the rear of the church beyond 
the fence and  the palm trees at 
the bottom. Budget issues were 
discussed. Money may have to be 
allocated from both the capital 
fund and from the repairs and 
maintenance budget. A call for a 
second bid from Private Greens 
was requested; to be researched 
by Alan Buttell. A request was 
made for LDI to submit a detailed 
maintenance contract within the 
next 30 days detailing specific 
services included and excluded. 
 Fr John emphasized the 
importance of maintaining the in-
frastructure of the parish which 
has been neglected.  We can no 
longer operate on the principle of 
“patch and repair!” 

Charity: Feeding the Homeless 
will be this Saturday, March 22, 
2014 at 10:30 AM

Church School/Youth:
Fr. John reported that the Church 
school’s last class will be on 
April 6, 2014 prior to Pascha. 
There will be a couple of planned 
events afterward, including a 
pool party at the Dresko’s house, 
and a movie event. No dates are 
set at present.
 Forty-two young people 
attended the youth retreat  at St. 
John the Baptist Greek Orthodox 
Church. Two of these were from 
St. Paul’s. A good time was had by 
all.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: Bea Makunen 
has made Ethiopian sambusas for 

purchase as a fund-raiser. It has 
netted $160.00 so far, and she 
and Christina Sas are still taking 
orders.

Fellowship:
Wine and chocolates tasting is 
still in the planning stages..

Outreach/Website: Fr. John re-
ported that our seminarian, 
Stephen Osburn, has uploaded 
a new “reflection” on the parish 
webpage. It includes a video of 
his first sermon delivered at St. 
Vladimir’s.

Russian: There will be no Slavonic 
service in April due to the Holy 
Week/Paschal cycle of services.

Stewardship: no report.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: no report.

NEW BUSINESS
Meeting Schedule: Parish Council 
meeting dates for the next few 
months were discussed. Due to 
Holy Week/Pascha and Fr. John’s 
activity schedule Parish Council 
members agreed instead of the 
regular meeting dates, the coun-
cil would meet on April 29, May 
27, and tentatively on June 17, 
2014. There will be no meeting 
in July.  

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 29, 
2014, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF APRIL

Henry VanBenthem
 April 2, 1996

Helen Turlish
 April 4, 1993

Irene Sachanko
 April 4, 2012

Ann Carol Boris
 April 7, 1997

Sebastian Bica
 April 7, 2008

Vasil Smith
 April 8, 2002

Homer Koliba
 April 11, 2011

Svetlana Tarabanova
 April 13, 2008

Alexander Mednikov
 April 18, 2009

Nadya Gridneva
 April 19, 2008

Marie Hudson
 April 24, 1997

Mariam Kidane
 April 27, 1995

Melvin Korich
 April 29, 1996

Larisa Martin
 April 29, 2004

Mary Volz
 April 29, 2006

Anastasios Lymeropoulos
 April 30, 1990

• 6 •


