
T
he
 M

e
ss

e
ng

e
r

St
. 
Pa

ul
 t

he
 a

Po
St

le
 o

r
t
ho

do
x 
C

hu
r
C
h 
• 

Po
 B

ox
 1

26
35

 •
 5

4
00

 a
nn

ie
 o

a
kl

e
y
 d

r
iv

e
la

S 
v

e
g

aS
, 
ne

va
da
 8

91
12

-0
63

5 
• 

70
2.
8
98

.4
8
00

 •
 w

w
w
.l

aS
v
e
g

aS
o
r
t
ho

do
x.

C
o
m

Reprinted from 2010

And [the rich man] being in torment in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am torment-
ed in this flame.” (Luke 16:23-24, NKJV)

(After the priest places the Body in the chalice, he blesses the hot water saying) “Blessed is the 
warmth of Your holy things, always now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. (Then he pours 
the hot water into the chalice saying) “The warmth of faith, full of the Holy Spirit.”
(The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom)

We know heat in Las Vegas. The coldest days of winter in our area are milder than most 
of the rest of our country. The warmest of our summer days are not substantially 
cooler than the hottest places on the planet (after all, past 110o, what’s 10-15 more 

degrees?). We spend an inordinate amount of time, money and effort at dealing with heat for 
three months of the year. Sunscreen, bottled water, hats, sunglasses, air conditioning, windshield 
guards and covers for patios, doorways, windows, etc., are all part of the expenses and effort at 
dealing with heat.

As we enter into the hottest days of the year we are reminded that much about dealing with heat 
is perspective and attitude. When I was a youngster growing up in Rochester, NY, the winter 
months provided a wonderland of beauty and activity. Snowball fights, forts, sledding and the 
coziness of a warm house during a raging snowstorm all were perfectly acceptable and enjoyable 
ways of passing time and reveling in God’s creation. The summer, such as it was in Rochester 
(relatively short, but hot and humid without air conditioning) was something in many ways simply 
to be endured. I loved baseball, long light-filled evenings, cookouts, corn-on-the-cob, etc. But 
I could not wait for autumn to arrive and a measure of comfort to once again make its presence 
known.

But as I got older, I found that the tables had turned just about 180o. I found winter harder and 
harder to tolerate. All the enjoyable activities gave way to icy roads that were difficult and danger-
ous to navigate. Snowstorms became aggravating interruptions to school and work schedules. 
Driveways and sidewalks had to be cleared, usually taking hours. If snow was bad enough (and 
it often was!), roofs even had to be cleared because the weight of the snow could collapse every-
thing. I started dreading the coming winter in September! Perspective, indeed, about heat and 
cold had changed much over the course of my lifetime. Actually, it had totally reversed itself.

This is also true when we look at “heat” and “cold” from the perspective of our spiritual lives. As 
we see in the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man (and in many other examples from Scripture), the 
destination of Hades and the consequences of an ill-lived, evil life are equated with fire — heat — 
that is tormenting the rich man so much that he desires nothing other than for Lazarus to simply 
dip the tip of his finger in water and touch the rich man’s tongue. Not even a request for a glass 
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reminded that our faith must not be 
cold, but must be hot. On fire. The 
Holy Spirit did not descend upon 
the disciples in form of ice cubes. It 
descended in the form of fire. A dead 
body, devoid of life, is cold. One filled 
with life is warm. So it is with our 
faith, our actions and, ultimately, our 
souls.  When we are on fire with zeal 
for the Lord, our life reflects that in 
the behaviors that we exhibit.

One of the basic battles that we must 
wage in our souls and behavior is 
against a cold heart. Nothing is more 
indicative of our distance from God 
than a cold, hardened heart. This 
coldness does not allow repentance, 
forgiveness, joy, peace, kindness, or 
any other virtue that flower from the 
warmth of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 
We are created in the image and like-
ness of God, but we sometimes allow 
the spiritual winter of sin to bury that 
image in ice and snow. We have to 
find the flicker or spark of His Pres-
ence in the depths of that cold and 
nurture the flame back into a roaring 
fire.

So heat is a good thing. Or not. And 
cold is a bad thing. Or not. As we 

of water; just a touch. How awful that 
heat and torment must have been! 
How glorious, cooling and soothing 
such a taste of water would have been 
had it been possible.

As professed Christians, we make a 
sincere effort in the choices we make, 
the way we live our lives, and the path 
we follow to avoid such heat. Repen-
tance allows us to check and re-check 
our actions and pursuits and express 
our sorrow and heartfelt desire to 
change and move away from the heat 
of hell to which some of our actions 
are leading us. At the same time, we 
see our relationship with our Lord, 
prayer, the Sacraments and Church 
life as the cooling shade in desert heat, 
an oasis that allows us to refresh our-
selves when we are heat-exhausted and 
battle weary in avoiding temptation.

That is one perspective on 
“heat” and “cold.” Another 
is the one we see in the words 

from the Liturgy of St. John Chrys-
ostom, which encapsulate the exact 
opposite meaning for us. The hot 
water being poured into the chalice 
is blessed as the “warmth of Your 
holy things.” In this sense, we are 
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ed to pay off the church bonds with the 
remainder set aside for capital projects 
on the horizon, which has been done. 
For the first time in the history of 
our parish, we do not owe a penny to 
anyone — not even ourselves!
 If you are a holder of church 
bonds, they will be redeemed by July 
12, with you receiving the face value 
of the bond and any interest due by 
that date.
 We always ask you to pray for all 
the benefactors of our parish and the 
Church, but a special prayer of thanks 
for this generosity is in order. Also ask 
God for the grace and strength to be a 
benefactor yourself!

Farewells
We are sad to note the relocation 
of some very active members of our 
parish: The Huffmans (Jarrod, Emily 
and our beloved Ambrose) are leaving 
for their next Air Force assignment in 
Alabama on July 1.
 The Wheelers (Joe and Caryn) 
will be leaving after retirement to be 
near their son in Seattle. Their last 
Sunday with us is July 16.
 Also leaving in July is Savannah 
Koles and little Cadence. The Air 
Force is sending them to North Caro-
lina, also in July.
 Tim and Christine Johnson will 
be leaving us, date to be determined, 
to be closer to their children. They 
will be relocating to Alaska!
 We ask God’s blessings and 
continued grace upon all of them 
and hope and pray they remember 
St. Paul’s in their prayers and visit us 
often! Our parish will miss them all.

slavonic services
Father Alexander will be here on the 
customary second Saturday of each 
month during the summer (July 8 and 
August 12). Russian language con-
fessions begin at 9:00 am. Slavonic 

Liturgy is scheduled for 10:00 am.

swim Party
The Dreskos are hosting their annual 
swim party on Sunday, July 23, for 
the young people of our parish. Any-
one who considers him- or herself in 
that group is welcome! We will gather 
after coffee hour and have a cookout in 
addition to the pool fun. Let Matushka 
Liz know if you plan on attending for a 
head count.

Dormition Fast
The Dormition Fast begins on August 
1st and continues through the eve 
of the feast, fulfilled in the liturgy of 
the Dormition of the Theotokos on 
August 15th.

summer Blessings
The summer feasts of the church year 
also include blessings on the bouties 
of creation. We will bless honey 
after Liturgy on the Procession of the 
Wood of the Cross (Aug 1). We will 
bless fruit after Liturgy on Transfigu-
ration (Aug 6). We will bless flowers 
and herbs after both Vespers and Lit-
urgy on Dormition (Aug 15). Please 
bring these bounties for blessing on 
the respective feasts!

Father away
Father John and Matushka Liz will 
be out of town August 2-16. Grand-
daughter Nika is being baptized in 
Connecticut on August 5, and a big  
(50) high school class reunion beck-
ons in St. Louis the following week-
end.
 Father Stephen will be covering 
all services and pastoral needs dur-
ing Father John’s absence, including 
the festal services for Transfiguration 
and Dormition. Please contact him if 
necessary
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journey through the heat of summer 
in our valley, let us make sure that 
we are cooling our bodies and homes 
while warming our hearts, minds and 
souls with the things of God. But then 
let the oasis of the Church provide a 
cool respite from the heat of battle and 
temptation. We must choose our heat 
carefully. And we must embrace cold 
with the same care and discernment.

FeastDays
During Summer, we celebrate the fol-
lowing feastdays:

ProceSSion oF the wooD oF the croSS
August 1
Divine liturgy, 8:00 am (tues)
 BleSSing oF honeY

tranSFiguration
  oF our lorD
august 6
vesPers/litiya, 5:00 Pm (sat)
Divine liturgy, 9:00 am (sun)
 BleSSing oF Fruit

Dormition
  oF the theotokoS
august 15
vesPers/litiya, 6:30 Pm (mon)
Divine liturgy, 8:00 am (tues)
 BleSSing oF Fruit FollowS Both

BeheaDing oF St. John the BaPtiSt
(strict Fast Day)
august 29
Divine liturgy, 8:00 am (tues)

the giFt
Transcending all the dates, feasts, 
services and schedules in this news-
letter is news of the generous gift we 
have received. For those who have 
not received the news, we received 
an anonymous gift on June 22 of 
$450,000.00. This gift was restrict-



location of a local Orthodox Church 
in your destination. Parishes can be 
located on oca.org or the websites 
of the other Orthodox Churches in 
North America. Check out a parish 
where you vacation — it can be fun and 
spiritually profitable.

iconograPhy
The next phase of our iconography 
project will be to complete the east 
walls of the church (to the left and 
right of the sanctuary). Renderings are 
available in the church hall and you are 
urged to take a look. This is a MAJOR 
project which will require substantial 
funding. The two renderings posted in 
the hall will cost $36,000 each, a total 
of $72,000. We are once again ac-
cepting donations to the Icon Fund. 
Please consider making an offering 
above and beyond your normal sup-
port of the parish!

charity
Our normal collections of food for 
Friends of the Desert continue. 
Needs: jelly, jam, peanut butter, 
canned fruit, canned tuna/chicken. 
Thank you!

orthoDox venDors
A list of businesses that our parish 
uses or are owned and operated by 
Orthodox Christians (some parishio-
ners). We provide this information for 
you to consider if you need services.

CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

Makeup and Hair Artist 
Natalia Kasimtseva (Baker)
(I travel to client location)
Text or call: (702) 336-8300   

View portfolio at:
www.facebook.com/NataliaKasBeauty

Taffer Computers
Website Design, Marketing,
 & Computer Repair
Fr. Stephen Osburn
(702) 521-6988

Prayer For our Parish
We ask everyone to remember our 
parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we thank 
You for the blessing of  St. Paul parish 
in our lives. May Your word become 
alive in each and every one of us who 
strive to follow You. Please bless and 
multiply all the gifts  — time, talent and 
treasure — which are given in thanks to 
benefit our mission and glorify Your 
name. Bless and multiply the givers 
and help us all to make present Your 
Kingdom. For You are the Giver of all 
that is good, O Christ our God, and to 
You we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning and 
Your all-holy, good and life-giving 
Spirit, now and ever, and  unto ages of 
ages. Amen.

sacraments/sPecial services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A personal meeting 
scheduled with Fr. John will be 
necessary to schedule any baptism 
requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time for 
weddings must be requested at least 
six months (preferably twelve) in 
advance. There will be premarital 
sessions for both bride and groom to 
attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Requests 
for a memorial must be made at least 
one week in advance. If possible, the 
service should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as pasto-
rally possible.

Parish council
With the resignation of Joe Wheeler 
from the parish council due to his 
relocation, the council elected Elena 
Stafford to fill out the remainder of his 
term (two more years) and take over 
duties as Assistant Treasurer. May 
God bless her in her service!
 Also, a reminder to council 
members that as usual, we will have 
no meeting in July, unless a pressing 
need arises. Our August meeting will 
be held after Liturgy on August 20, 
due to the Finance Committee meet-
ing in Seattle that Father John must 
attend.

aDult class
Our Adult Faith Forum has gone on 
summer hiatus. We will resume in 
September and complete our discus-
sion on The Parables of Christ.

FeeDing the homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project will be held on September 16. 
We will construct the lunches and 
bag all of the items which we distrib-
ute at 10:30 am. We then take them 
downtown and distribute them and are 
usually done by 1:00 Pm. Please join 
us! If you can donate any of the items 
needed for the lunches (or funds to 
provide such), it would be appreci-
ated. 

iocc
Joe Wheeler has been serving as our 
parish liaison to International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities (IOCC). He 
and Caryn are leaving us in July. If you 
are interested in helping us out in this 
position, please talk to Joe to see what 
it entails and then see Father John.

vacations
We are now in the summer travel 
season, as kids finish school and 
families plan trips. If you are planning 
a vacation, it is easy to discover the 
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Parish council synoPsis
June 20, 2017 meeting

Rector’s Report: Fr. John reported that 
significant transitions will soon affect 
St. Paul’s parish, including moves 
and relocations of several families: 
Joe and Caryn Wheeler to Seattle in 
July, Jarrod and Emily Huffman, new 
Air Force assignment in July; Tim and 
Chris Johnson to Alaska within the 
year; Savannah Koles, new Air Force 
assignment to North Carolina. Be-
cause they have been actively involved 
in many parish activities their absence 
will unavoidably have a significant 
impact in many areas.  
 Asst Treasurer replacement: 
Elena Stafford has agreed to take on 
the duties as Karen Short’s assistant 
and train for the position as Treasurer 
replacing Joe Wheeler. She is quali-
fied for the task with accounting skills. 
She will start this Sunday 6/25 in the 
church office.
 Catechumens: Fr John reminded 
that Chuck Reining will be Chris-
mated this Sunday before Liturgy. 
Two others have begun their catechu-
menates: Frances Vanderploeg and 
Karen Peters. Karen is a challenge as 
a cross-country truck driver with her 
husband.
 Upcoming absences/vacations:  
Following the usual practice, there 
will be no Parish Council   meeting in 
July. Also in July – Fr. John will take 
a few days off to meet his new grand-
daughter. He will be away for two 
weeks in August for the baptism and 
personal time. Fr. Stephen will cover 
parish requirements during these 
absences. Fr. John will attend the 
diocesan finance committee 8/22. 

Associate Priest’s Report: no report. 
Father John noted that the Project 
Mexico team arrived safely  with Fr. 
Stephen leading the team.

Vice President’s Report: Ginny Hood 

observed that the month of June was 
been very busy with two baptisms, 
Kimbel Halliday’s wedding and Ivy 
Tesfay’s graduation party. Ginny is 
leaving on vacation until 7/8. 

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed our financials before the 
meeting:
  Capital Fund: $247.42
 Rainy Day: $32,847.00
 Icon Fund: $3,759.13
 Income for May was 
$20,360.78, with expenses 
of $34,253.29 for a deficit of 
$13,892.51. The extraordinary 
expense of $12,800 to replace two 
HVAC units for the hall and kitchen is 
included in this deficit.

2017 YTD FINANCIALS
2017 Inc $ 141,235.83
2017 Exp $ 125,970.82
Inc over Exp $ 15,265.01

Accounts Payable is totally current.  
Karen transferred $10,000 to check-
ing account from the rainy day savings 
account to pay for two new HVAC 
units in the community hall. $250 
is still being transferred each month 
into the Savings Account. St. Paul’s 
collected $196 for Arizona and $138 
for Bishop Tikhon. Karen expressed 
concern that the additive effect of a 
significant number of families leaving 
would likely result in tight finances in 
the near future.

COMMITTEES
Buildings and Grounds:
 HVAC: Units have been replaced 
in parish hall however now the HVAC 
unit in the office is not working.
 Doors: The new doors in the 
church have been installed and are 
awaiting painting next week. Installer 
was given $500 for his donated time. 
Side doors and parish hall doors will 
also be painted the same color - to be 
determined.

 Sound Panels: Fr John reports 
there is one more row still to be in-
stalled on the east wall of the hall.
 Courtyard:  No update at this 
time. There is now a need to reas-
sess the budget and the impact of the 
loss of income due to families leaving 
before proceeding with any new plans.
 Kitchen Cabinets: Karen Murphy 
presented a projected diagram of an 
alternate plan for the kitchen remodel, 
which would incur less expense.  Esti-
mate is $4350.  It would not include 
the commercial stove or dishwasher – 
items that can be purchased later and 
separately.
 After a brief discussion the 
council members proposed putting 
the courtyard upgrade and the kitchen 
remodel on hold for six months in 
order to reassess the parish finances. 
There were no objections to this pro-
posal. Greg Brooks suggested holding 
a special parish council meeting at the 
end of six months, probably January, 
to reassess finances, budget and pend-
ing projects.
 Carpeting: Sean Campbell has 
arranged for the manufacturer to make 
the carpets and have them donated.  
All of the area rugs in the church will 
be replaced. (This will not include 
the wall to wall carpet.) Dates to be 
determined.
 Grounds: A tree near the north 
gate of the parking lot needs to be 
trimmed. Ginny will contact Al the 
landscaper.
 The palms at the back of the 
property are growing again and need 
to be cut back. We may be able to do 
this ourselves.
 Groundwater: Kevin reports 
contacting 2 contractors about 
cleaning out the drainage pipe at the 
back of the property. One contractor 
declined due to technical difficul-
ties; the other is still a possibility. Fr 
John commented it would be better to 
wait before spending money to fix a 
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problem that may resolve on its own. 
An informal inspection by a contractor 
with an estimate may be an option. 

Charity: next feeding the homeless 
event is tentatively projected for 
9/16.  There was a balance of $62.39 
remaining after the last homeless 
feeding; a church check of $250 was 
deposited into the fund, for a new 
balance of $312.39. Food donation 
collection for Friends in the Desert is 
ongoing.

IOCC: Still need coordinator. Chris-
tina Meares of IOCC would like to do 
a event in Las Vegas this fall. Fr John 
will try to get a point person to coordi-
nate for this event.

Church School/Youth: The loss of 
people from St. Paul’s will impact 
church school teacher availability in all 
classes. Fr John and Amy McAuley will 
meet to discuss strategies to manage 
the situation.
 Project Mexico: Fr John received 
an e-mail from the youth department 
of OCA requesting a written blog 
from Project Mexico.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: Status quo – no 
problems. Their community paid for 
the bathroom repairs. They will be 
holding a wedding on Saturday, July 
15, in the morning.

Fellowship: Will need to reassess 
the program, revamp as needed and 
acquire more volunteers.  

Outreach/website: no report.

Russian: Fr Alexander will be at St. 
Paul’s for Russian Liturgy second 
Saturday in July on 7/8. 

Stewardship: no report

OLD BUSINESS
Greeters Training:  will conduct greet-
ers’ training soon since there will be a 
need for new greeters.  

Sunshine Group: status quo

Legal Matters: no new reports. The 
lawyer did send an invoice, which was 
paid.

NEW BUSINESS
Council replacement: Fr John in-
formed council that the bylaws permit 
replacing a departing member of the 
council.  Gregory Brooks moved and 
Karen Murphy seconded to nominate 
Elena Stafford to fill the remainder of 
the term of Joe Wheeler. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

Diocesan Assembly: Fr John called 
for lay delegate nominees to attend 
the Diocesan Assembly to be held in 
Portland, OR October 10-12 (Weds – 
Thurs for laypeople). Kevin McAuley 
nominated Greg Brooks for primary 
and Cathy Wilkalis for alternate. All in 
favor; none opposed.

Next Council Meeting:
Sunday, August 20, following liturgy.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind us all 
of those whom we love and miss and to spur us 
to remember them in our daily prayers.

MONTH OF JULY

Sergei DeSomov
 July 2, 2014

Emma Mantsakanian
 July 5, 2006

Josephine Buduris
 July 6, 1990

Tzahanesh Habtom
 July 9, 2009

Charles Joseph St. John
 July 19, 1998

Eugene Pater
 July 25, 2003

Anna Allee
 July 27, 1991

Alexander Korobkov
 July 27, 1995

Ronald John Sufana
 July 29, 1994

Mary Skirpan
 July 30, 2002

Veronica Pavelle
 July 30, 2003

MONTH OF AUGUST

Eugenia Shevchenko
 August 1, 2011

Linda Elaine Miller
 August 2, 1992

Ingrid Mary Earp
 August 4, 1999

Verna Ruth Schulz
 August 5, 2002

Jane Papazis
 August 6, 2002

Antonina Onufrijew
 August 7, 2004

Helen Vuranovich
 August 8, 1995

Nicholas Vuceta
 August 13, 2002

John Maravich
 August 14, 2000

Edward Benson
 August 15, 1992

Alganesh Tasfazion
 August 15, 2008

Charles Kulina
 August 16, 1994

Sabina Maria Boldescu
 August 19, 2003

Vladimir Lebedeff
 August 19, 2013

Alexandra Kurakina
 August 24, 2005
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Ziad Madanat
 August 27, 2000

Father stePhen’s corner
community through humility

Participating in Project Mexico is a 
difficult experience. It is not only try-
ing on the body but especially more so 
on the soul. This year was no different. 
Throughout the week, our team of 19 
endured 2 1/2 hours border cross-
ing with multiple times of emptying 
and repackaging our gear, harsh labor 
in 90+ degrees weather with high 
humidity - making it feel like it was 
120 degrees, bumpy roads - including 
one flat tire, trekking through dirty 
neighborhoods that reeked of sludge 
and stink, performing difficult manual 
tasks that are commonly done by ma-
chines with only our bare hands, and 
having very little downtime or relax-
ation after 12 hour days only to get up 
and do it again the next day.The week 
was hard. Really hard. 

Yet, without sounding too down, 
what I’d like to reflect on this month 
is something that often is overlooked 
on these mission trips: how we work 
with others and respond in such harsh 
environments forms who we will, can, 
and should be.

At its face value, Project Mexico as 
an “experience” is a time of service; 
but at its core it is a time of commu-
nity. We live, eat, work, and struggle 
with one another. For some, they are 
developing life long relationships, for 
others expanding relationships with 
those they know already, and for the 
few, overcoming the difficulty of work-
ing with others they are called to love 
but just can’t seem to get along with. 
This realization that mission work is 
about community is perhaps the most 
important thing one can take away 
from this trip. I personally struggled 

with this part over the last week.

However, for us to exist as a commu-
nity, as one Body, the Church, one has 
to realize that not everyone is going 
to get along. Our goal, however, must 
remain the same: seek the Kingdom of 
Heaven - the Kingdom of God. With-
out this in mind, the body quickly 
dies and we are quickly cut off, alone, 
without God.

When our anger - our passions - take 
over, a divide is created in the commu-
nity. This was evident in our week. It 
was not only a physically tough week, 
but an equally tense one. For various 
reasons, including but not limited 
to, mistakes in management at the 
work site, people not listening to one 
another, arguments over silly things, 
frustrations on the long, never-ending 
days, laziness among workers, etc…. 
all played a role in dividing us as we 
tried to come together to grow our 
fellowship and relationship with each 
other and God.

However, one of the beauties of work-
ing and living with one another for 
a period of time is you start to learn 
that the only way you will get through 
it is to put aside your pride, humble 
yourself, and come together regard-
less of feelings. Part of the whole 
experience, especially in these times 
of personal need, is just trying to get 
through the week, but really what it 
means is learning how to become a 
real steward. It is to learn humility. A 
good steward knows how to humble 
him/herself. They understand that be-
ing a good servant isn’t just about the 
acts for others but the interactions, 
the forgiveness, the repentance, and 
the growing together that forms who 
they are, makes them whole.  

Once one realizes this, that we aren’t 
coming to the aid of a needy family, 

but rather are forming relationships 
of mutual love that transcend cultural 
boundaries, these challenges become 
merely steps on the journey and not 
the journey itself. God then becomes 
fully present in the community and we 
all enjoy serving, offering ourselves up 
to each other, and providing a life-
creating gift to those in need.

At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter 
how we felt about one another, we all 
were there to grow closer to God, and 
the result is we all grow closer to one 
another. Through God, we see what 
Creation was meant to be, a divine 
community where we experience 
His Love fully realized by the very 
freedom, friendships, and fellowship 
He offers to us. It is quite meaningful 
and an amazing experience that every 
single person should try once in their 
lifetime.

It won’t be easy, but what really in our 
lives is? The reward of true commu-
nity makes it all worth it because it 
eventually means we all will rejoice in 
the Kingdom of Heaven for eternity, 
apart from our pride, anger, and pas-
sions. That is truly what we as Chris-
tians all strive for. So in spite of the 
difficulty, I’m happy to have gone on 
this trip, and I encourage everyone to 
do the same.



ON THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
“Magnify O my soul, the honourable Translation of the Mother of 
God from earth to heaven.”
(Refrain for the 9th Ode of the Canon)

Let us be happy, beloved brothers and sisters that we belong to the 
Holy Orthodox Church, worthily and rightly glorifying the Most Holy 
Sovereign Theotokos on this eminent day out of all the days of the 
year with special solemnity. There exists on earth many societies and 
entire governments that do not consider the need nor the obligation 
to call upon and glorify the Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother of 
Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, and other saints and angels; to submis-
sively serve Her lovingly, as the true Mother of God. Sadly in Russia 
nowadays we have heretics (among us) who actively dishonor the 
Mother of God, the saints, their icons, their relics and their festivals. 
O, if only they also unanimously with us glorified the worthy Queen of 
heaven and earth!
 Today the Holy Church solemnly glorifies the honorable 
Dormition or translation of the Mother of God from earth to heaven. 
A wonderful translation - she died without serious illness, peacefully. Her soul is taken up in the divine hands of Her Son 
and carried up into the heavenly abode, accompanied by the sweet singing of angels. And then, her most pure body is 
transferred by the apostles to Gethsemane where it is honorably buried, and on the third day it is resurrected and taken 
up to heaven. You see this on the icon of the Dormition of the Theotokos. On it is represented the life-bearing body of 
the Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the icon the Lord holding 
in His hands the most pure soul of the Theotokos. The translation of the Mother of God is a paradigm of the translation in 
general of the souls of Christians to the other world.
 We say that our dead have “fallen asleep” or “passed away.” What does this mean? This means that for the true 
Christian there is no death. Death was conquered by Christ on the cross. But there is a translation, i.e, a rearrangement 
of his condition, i.e. his soul is in another place, in another age, in another world beyond the grave, eternal, without end, 
that is what is meant by “falling asleep”. It is as if it were a temporary dream after which, by the voice of the Lord and 
the fearful yet wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, all the dead shall live and come forth each to his place: either to the 
resurrection of life or to the resurrection of condemnation (John 5:29). This is what the Christian means by translation. 
We should be ready for this translation, for the day of the general resurrection and judgment, for this indescribable world 
event, recorded in the Holy Scriptures.
 This preparation for the meeting of the heavenly King before the dread judgment seat, after death, is essentially 
the person’s preparation throughout the whole of his life. This preparation means a change in all his thoughts, and the 
moral change of all his being, so that the whole man would be pure and white as snow, washing clean everything that 
defiles the body and spirit, so that he is adorned with every virtue: repentance, meekness, humility, gentleness, simplicity, 
chastity, mercifulness, abstention, spiritual contemplation, and burning love for God and neighbor.
 Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should consist 
of these things. The heavenly King desires souls adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord 
Himself could abide in them. Do not marvel that the Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the human soul is more spacious 
than the heavens and the earth, for it exists in the image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the Lord of all will 
settle in it and will fill it with Himself. “We will come to him and make our dwelling with him” (John 14:23), says the Lord 
about the souls who love Him.
 And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and especially the present feast of the Dormition of the Mother of 
God, ye who are brightly adorned with every virtue and translated to the heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim 
to each and every one about preparing their souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about continual repentance, and 
about the incorruptible adornment of Christian virtue. Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving as the 
pledge of a good answer at the dread judgment seat of Christ. Amen.      •Saint John of Kronstadt



JULY 2017
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1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: Brooks

Epistle: Halliday
Post-Comm: W. Demko

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: H. Demko

Epistle: W. Demko
Post-Comm: Wheeler

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: Abraham
Epistle: I. Tesfay

Post-Comm: E. Tesfay

25

GREETERS

July 2: Campbell/Chong
July 9: Stafford/Wheeler
July 16: Demko/Osburn
July 23: McAuley/Murphy
July 30: Campbell/Demko

28 29

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

July 30

2726
Eritrean Service, 8:00 am

Coffee Chat, 10:00 am

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: Bitsko

Epistle: Brooks
Post-Comm: Jarlson

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
Coffee Chat, 10:00 am

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
NO Coffee Chat

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
Coffee Chat, 10:00 am

FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN, JULY 11-14

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: Hood

Epistle: Bitsko
Post-Comm: Halliday

INDEPENDENCE DAY

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

YOUTH SWIM PARTY
Dresko Residence

Russian Confessions, 9 am
Slavonic Liturgy, 10 am

July 31



AUGUST 2017
St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church  •  Las Vegas, Nevada

5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: Abraham

Epistle: Tesfay
Post-Comm: W. Demko

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: H. Demko

Epistle: Hood
Post-Comm: Halliday

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: G. Brooks
Epistle: W. Demko

Post-Comm: Bitsko

TRANSFIGURATION
Blessing of Fruit

29

GREETERS

Aug 6: Stafford/McAuley
Aug 13: Murphy/Demko
Aug 20: Campbell/Osburn
Aug 27: McAuley/Chong

43

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

2

3130
Eritrean Service, 8:00 am

Coffee Chat, 10:00 am

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am
Hours: W. Demko

Epistle: Bitsko
Post-Comm: Jarlson

Parish Council Meeting

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
NO Coffee Chat

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
Coffee Chat, 10:00 am

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
NO Coffee Chat

FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN, AUGUST 2-16

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm
Confessions

VESPERS/LITIYA, 5:00 pm
Confessions

CHOIR REHEARSAL

DORMITION FAST BEGINS

DIVINE LITURGY 8:00 am
Procession of Cross

Blessing of Honey

Russian Confessions, 9 am
Slavonic Liturgy, 10 am

1

Sept 1 Sept 2

FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN, AUGUST 2-16

FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN, AUGUST 2-16

FINANCE COMMITTEE
MEETING, Seattle
(Father John gone)

VESPERS/LITIYA, 6:30 pm
Blessing of Flowers

DIVINE LITURGY 8:00 am
DORMITION OF

THE THEOTOKOS
Blessing of Flowers

Eritrean Service, 8:00 am
NO Coffee Chat

DIVINE LITURGY 8:00 am
Beheading of St. John

(Strict Fast Day)


