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NOVEMBER 2017
You Can’t Outgive God

t is that time once again. It is fall, we are preparing for our annual parish meeting in December, and we are called to reflect upon, pray about and then, of course, do something about
stewardship. Oh no. Not again. But being a steward is not just a duty, not just an obligation.
It is, first and foremost, an opportunity to reflect the image of God, respond to His Spirit, and
prove our love for Him and our trust in Him. It is also something that goes hand-in-hand with the
efforts of self-denial and repentance that prepare us for the coming of Christ in our celebration of
His Nativity.
Stewardship is so much more than just “What are you going to give to the parish so we can
pay our bills?”. While it is true that the parish has obligations, commitments, and responsibilities just like every other family in the world, that is not why we give our time, talent and treasure
to the parish. While it is true that the parish would not function or stay open without our support — we give to the parish because God gives to us and asks us to show our love for Him and our
respect for Him by offering from the blessings He gives to us. In a real sense, God gives to the
parish Himself, because nothing we have is from our own power. Anything that comes into our
life, even if the result of our work and effort, is ultimately a gift from God. If we did not have life,
or talent, or health, or time, or the opportunity to work, we would have nothing. We are completely and totally dependent upon God.
He asks us, in our dependency, to offer a portion of everything that He has blessed us with
back to Him and His Church. There are three characteristics to a holy and acceptable gift:
It is a portion. God does not ask for an amount from each of us. He asks for a portion (or better yet, a percentage) of everything. The biblical minimum is 10% (a tithe) of everything that
He blesses us with. Even if we feel that we can’t currently increase our gift or reach a tithe, it is
important to give a percentage of that which God gives us. 4%, 5%, 6% - whatever. It is fair, because a percentage is a percentage — 10% of $100 is the exact same gift as 10% of $1000. Then
we understand that with greater blessings comes greater responsibility. Those to whom much is
given, much is expected.
It is a first-fruits portion. Our gift is supposed to be off the top, so to speak. In the Scriptures,
the gift was always the very first thing commended by God from His followers. We are not supposed to pay all our other bills and then figure out what we can “afford” to give to God. When we
offer a first-fruits gift, it demonstrates our love for and trust in God. We believe and trust that He
will always provide for Himself and each of us.
It is blameless. When a shepherd offered a lamb or goat to God, he didn’t go his flock, and
pick out the sickest, weakest one. He took the best one — without spot or blemish. A gift to God
is supposed to be from our best, not our worst. If our gift is leftovers, or given grudgingly, or
cheap, that is disrespectful and shows an appalling lack of trust in God.
Trust is perhaps the most important aspect and ingredient in godly and stewardly giving. The
Scriptures are full of examples (cf. 2 Cor 8-9) that remind us that when we trust God and give
to His glory and His mission, we will never be without. He always will provide what is needed to
allow someone to make a gift and take care of his needs. But we have confused needs and wants in
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this world of ours. So we have a hard
time trusting God because we don’t
seem to get what we “need” (but in
reality, want).
Many of you reading this have heard
me tell this story in a lengthier version, because it was one of the most
powerful events in my life and one that
will never be forgotten by me or my
wife. It demonstrates how much God
loves and cares for us in a very concrete way by providing for us when we
provide for Him.
We were just a very young family, poor as church mice (destitute,
really), assigned to a new parish, and
the first real chance I got to know the
people was during the house blessing
season. I visited Mike and Helen’s
house and had a very enjoyable time.
They were elderly and I asking them
how they were feeling. Mike was doing fine, but Helen had been having
some pains in her side and was going
to the doctor’s later that week to have
them checked. It turned out she had
advanced cancer and died just a few
short weeks after that.
A day or two before the funeral,
my wife told me that our four young
children needed new shoes, both

“play” and “dress.” She said it would
be about $200.00. We did not have
the money, I had no idea how I was going to get the money short of robbing
a bank, and I just told her to wait. We
served Helen’s funeral on a Tuesday
evening and were driving her to Pennsylvania for burial on Wednesday.
Mike and I were alone with Helen’s
casket waiting for the undertaker in
the morning and he said to me, “Father, Helen and I were talking about
your visit and how much we enjoyed it.
She said, ‘You know, Mike, I remember how hard it was buying shoes for
our kids. We should give Father John
something for the kids.’ Father, Helen
and I would want you to have this.” At
that moment, he handed me four fifty
dollar bills! We bought the kids shoes
and it totaled $198.76. I was, and
am still, speechless. Mike and Helen,
even in death, shared God’s love and
care with us and proved that with faith
and trust, He would always provide.
We have tried to provide for Him and
have never been without something
we need because of it. It was a very
powerful and very clear lesson for us
on His providence and the need and
ability to care for His Church.

AT A GLANCE...
November 4: Choir Rehearsal following Vespers (Change Clocks!)
November 8: St. Michael and the Bodiless Hosts, Divine Liturgy 8:00 am
November 11: Russian Confessions, 9:00 am; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 am
		
Choir Rehearsal following Vespers
November 14: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pm
November 15: NATIVITY FAST BEGINS
November 18: Feeding the Homeless, 10:30 am
		
Youth Movie Night after Vespers
November 21: ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS
November 22-29: Father John on vacation
November 22: NO Daily Vespers or Adult Class
November 23: Thanksgiving Day (Civil Holiday)
Send email addresses and corrections to:
fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com
•2•

I have a friend who is always saying,
“You can’t outgive God.” As we get
ready to take stock of our blessings,
then prayerfully and seriously contemplate what we can offer to God, the
Lord Jesus Christ, and His Body (the
Church) and make our pledges, may
He fill us with His Spirit to love and
trust Him enough to make a first-fruits
proportional offering from the very
best that we have. It’s true. No matter
how much we give, we can’t outgive
God.

Feastdays
During November, we celebrate the
following feastdays:
St. Michael and the Bodiless Hosts
November 8
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Wed)
Entrance of the Theotokos
November 21
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Mon)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Tues)
Clocks Change
Please remember we “fall back” to
Pacific Standard Time on the first
weekend of November. Turn your
clocks back one hour before retiring
on Saturday, November 4.
Thanksgiving
Father John will be away to visit his
family for the Thanksgiving holiday.
He will leave after liturgy on November 21 and return on November 29.
Father Stephen will be holding
down the fort during Fr. John’s vacation time. Please contact him with any
emergency or pastoral need.
Hood Fund
We continue to ask for your help in a
charitable outreach to the Hood family. We ask you to consider a donation

by check, card, or online, earmarking
it for the Hood Collection.
OurYouCaring Page:
https://www.youcaring.com/
viginiaginnyhood-899443
Nativity Fast
The annual Nativity Fast begins on
Wednesday, November 15, and continues, of course, until the celebration
of the Nativity of our Lord on December 25.
Every regular communicant
should take the time during the Fast
to make the journey to the Sacrament
of Confession. Confessions are heard
after Vespers on Saturdays and by appointment.
Adult Class
On November 1st, we will complete
our discussion on The Parables of
Christ. Then we take a serious look
at the Miracles of Christ. As usual, we
begin with Daily Vespers at 6:30 pm,
and then have discussion 7:00-8:00
pm. Please join us and learn your faith!
Choir Rehearsal
The choir will be rehearsing following
Vespers on both November 4 and 11.
All choir members are asked to make
every effort to be present.
Slavonic Liturgy
Father Alexander Shkalov will be as
usual on Saturday, November 11.
Russian language confessions start
at 9:00 am, followed by the Slavonic
Liturgy and fellowship.
Parish Council
Our November parish council meeting
will be held on November 14, instead
on November 21, due to the Thanksgiving holiday. All members please
make note of the change. This is the
preparatory council meeting before
the Annual Meeting.
•3•

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless project will be held on Saturday, November 18, just before Thanksgiving. We
meet at 10:30 am then construct the
lunches and bag all of the items, which
we then distribute downtown and are
usually done by 1:00 pm. Please join
us! If you can donate any of the items
needed for the lunches (or funds to
provide such), it would be appreciated. See Cathy Wilkalis for more
information.
Youth Activities
Our next youth group activity will be
held on Saturday, November 18,
following Vespers. It will be “Youth
Movie Night (movie TBD). Should be
fun — please plan on joining us.
Looking ahead, we are planning
a joint outing with the youth group
from St. John’s. A Youth Snow Day
at Mount Charleston will be held on
Saturday, December 9. More details
on all youth activities are available
from Fr. Stephen.
IOCC
We need a new parish liaison to International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC). If you are interested in helping us out in this position, please see
Father John.
Annual Parish Meeting
We will hold our annual parish meeting on Sunday, December 3, following the liturgy and a brief coffee hour.
All voting members should be present.
A voting member is:
1) At least 18 years of age;
2) Confesses and communes
regularly, but at least annually, at St.
Paul’s;
3) Has a signed financial pledge
card on file with the church office,
and;
4) ais member of the parish for
the previous 12 month period.

Iconography
The next phase of our iconography
project will be to complete the east
walls of the church (to the left and
right of the sanctuary). Renderings are
available in the church hall and you are
urged to take a look. This is a MAJOR
project which will require substantial
funding. The two renderings posted in
the hall will cost $36,000 each, a total
of $72,000. We are once again accepting donations to the Icon Fund.
Please consider making an offering
above and beyond your normal support of the parish!
Charity
Our normal collections of food for
Friends of the Desert continue.
Needs: jelly, jam, peanut butter,
canned fruit, canned tuna/chicken.
Thank you!
Orthodox Vendors (New!)
A list of businesses that our parish
uses or are owned and operated by
Orthodox Christians (some parishioners). We provide this information for
you to consider if you need services.
CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295
Edward Yee
Doctor of Ophthamology
2980 S. Jones Blvd., Suite A
(702) 362-3937
Jon Failla, NP
Axis Health Care Clinic
www.axishccvegas.com
(702) 331-1800
Focus Mental Health Solutions
www.focusmentalhealth.com
(702) 790-2701
Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

Makeup and Hair Artist
Natalia Kasimtseva (Baker)
(I travel to client location)
Text or call: (702) 336-8300
View portfolio at:

www.facebook.com/NataliaKasBeauty

Maximos Horton
Tesla Solar Inc.
www.teslasolarinc.com
(435) 922-9771

attend.
•Memorials (Panikhida). Requests
for a memorial must be made at least
one week in advance. If possible, the
service should be served on Saturday.
Other requests will be met as pastorally possible.
Parish Council Synopsis
October 17, 2017 Meeting

Rector’s Report: Fr. John attended
Diocesan Assembly, Oct 10-12 in
Portland, OR. Reported diocese is in
great shape financially. Proportional
giving is gaining strength. Diocesan
budget is $840K; working to help
fund missions and mission priests.
Prayer for our Parish
Fr. Stephen is appointed webWe ask everyone to remember our
master for the Orthodox Church
parish in daily prayer:
Capital Improvement Fund (OCCIF)
Lord, God and Savior of all, we thank and will function as technical expert
You for the blessing of St. Paul parish to build an online bank. OCCIF will
in our lives. May Your word become
offer CDs for purchase by public and
alive in each and every one of us who
parishes – funds that will help build
strive to follow You. Please bless and
churches in North America. The goal
multiply all the gifts —
 time, talent and is to capitalize for 100 million dollars
treasure — which are given in thanks to which will enable the funding of any
benefit our mission and glorify Your
building project. It is hoped to have
name. Bless and multiply the givers
this in place and announce sales of
and help us all to make present Your
CDs at the All- American Council next
Kingdom. For You are the Giver of all year.
that is good, O Christ our God, and to
Clergy also had an opportunity
You we give glory, together with Your for a special meeting with Archbishop
Father who is without beginning and
Benjamin. Topic of discussion was
Your all-holy, good and life-giving
dealing with persons having identity
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of crises.
ages. Amen.
Fr John informed council that he
purchased a new set of red vestments
Sacraments/Special Services
from Krista West at the assembly for
Please follow these guidelines.
$800 (at half of the original price).
• Baptisms. A personal meeting
This was deemed necessary as the
scheduled with Fr. John will be
current red vestments are in very poor
necessary to schedule any baptism
shape. A donor has already agreed to
requested.
cover the cost.
Fr John informed council he will
• Matrimony. A date and time for
be spending Thanksgiving as customweddings must be requested at least
ary with family, leaving after Liturgy
six months (preferably twelve) in
on Nov 21. Fr. Stephen will be in
advance. There will be premarital
charge in his absence.
sessions for both bride and groom to
•4•
Taffer Computers
Website Design, Marketing,
& Computer Repair
Fr. Stephen Osburn
(702) 521-6988

Associate Priest’s Report: Fr Stephen
reported he served as assistant secretary for the minutes during the Diocesan Assembly, and enjoyed meeting
with people.
Vice President’s Report: Ginny commented on a number of items: 1) the
parish hall floors are due to be waxed
before Christmas for their semiannual
maintenance. She will contact the
housekeeping people after Thanksgiving.
2) LDI services as landscaper
have been terminated.
3) Debra Sancer, a new parishioner, has volunteered to run our
bookstore. She has had experience
with this in a previous parish. It is
expected Father John will work with
her in November and have everything
up and running in time for Christmas.
4) Ginny reports she is recovering and feeling better and the doctors are pleased with her progress.
She thanked all for their support and
prayers.
Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short
distributed our financials before the
meeting:
Capital Fund: $20,313.55
Rainy Day: $94,288.83
Icon Fund: $4,559.62
It should be noted that $45k was
moved from the Capital Fund to the
Rainy Day Fund to get it out of checking and into the savings account for
safety. But our actual savings are only
about $40k.
Income for September was
$10,062.42, with expenses
of $16,810.09 for a deficit of
$6,747.67.
2017 YTD FINANCIALS (9/30)
2017 Inc
$ 209,661.10
2017 Exp
$ 202,627.73
Inc over Exp
$ 7,033.37
Karen reports parish income is going

down; however she is expecting an
increase by the end of the year. The
parish is current on all accounts payable.
Karen also transferred amount of
$6K to checking. Fr John commented
that September had a deficit of $7600
in our operating budget; hence, the
need for the 6K being transferred.
There will be a budget meeting and
audit in November and finances will be
presented at the Annual Parish Meeting in December.
No problems are anticipated in
funding the replacement office HVAC
system.
COMMITTEES
Buildings and Grounds:
HVAC: Ceda is unable to install
office HVAC for 6 weeks due to the
units being on backorder.
Doors: Father John has had
a problem connecting with Mike
Metzler, who will measure then install
the final door on the church (side entrance). Once the door is installed, all
the new doors will be painted, along
with the front wall of the parking lot.
Courtyard: Council members
discussed options to rehabilitate the
landscaping and courtyard. The irrigation system needs repair to prevent
more plants from dying. Dead plants
and trees need to be removed and/or
replaced. Cathy Wilkalis reported Private Greens is unable to provide this
service for the church. Fr John noted
a previous bid from King’s Landscaping of $3920 to remedy the property.
Greg Brooks moved, Kevin McAuley
seconded; council members agreed
(one abstention) to authorize payment
of this amount to King’s Landscaping
for rehabilitation of the property.
The council decided to table
the discussion of courtyard upgrade
until the Parish Annual Meeting. This
would involve removing six dead ash
trees with stumps and exposed roots.
•5•

Karen Short commented that there
are several possible options to rehab
the courtyard and what we have tried
so far on our own has been costly but
yielded no improvement. She suggested hiring the services of a landscape
architect to evaluate the property, get
an estimate and present the options
at the annual meeting. Kevin will have
concepts and bids by next council
meeting for presentation to the Annual Meeting.
Carpeting: Carpets were installed today and look very nice. The
parish thanks Sean Campbell for arranging this most generous donation.
Locks: Men’s room door lock
was broken, replaced by the locksmith, and the bill is received.
Charity: Feeding the homeless will
take place Saturday, November 18,
for a total of three homeless feedings
this year. There is a balance of 188.97
remaining in the fund.
IOCC: Still need coordinator.
Church School/Youth: Fr John
reported church school is going well,
with a few minor curriculum issues.
Fr Stephen reported the first
Youth Night went well with a board
game event after Vespers, on October
14 and received a lot of positive feedback from youth and parents. A movie
night is being planned for November
18th.
The parish youth will not participate in Project Mexico for 2018. All
available dates have been filled. There
was discussion in council about possible alternatives including camping
trips, visiting monasteries, etc.
Eritrean/Ethiopian: This agenda item
will be permanently discontinued.
Fellowship: Oktoberfest will be October 28. Ticket sales still on. Bring a
friend for $10. David Poe is bringing
his band.

Trunk or Treat for the youth will
take place Sunday, October 29, after
Liturgy.
There will be a Christmas
Cookie Sale on December 17 after
liturgy.
Outreach/website: a “welcome” video
has been posted on the top of our
website. It looks beautiful and is a
must-see for anyone wanting to know
more about St. Paul’s.
Russian: Liturgy October 14 had to
be cancelled at the last minute as Fr.
Alexander’s wife was ill. People who
showed up were able to come into the
church and light candles.
Stewardship: Father John commented
the parish is still in financial difficulties due to loss of families who were
generous donors. Stewardship campaign efforts will focus on pertinent
scriptures. Greg Brooks made a suggestion to have a layperson speak after
Liturgy to emphasize the seriousness
of the situation to the parish.
OLD BUSINESS
Sunshine Group: no report
Annual Parish Meeting: (Fr John)
originally to be held December 10,
2017 will be changed to December
3 to accommodate Treasurer’s travel
schedule. Agenda will include:
1) Nominations/election of lay
delegate to the All-American Council
in St. Louis, MO, July 23-27
2) Ratification of Budget. Elena
Stafford, Karen Short and Fr John
will meet together on November 7 to
prepare the 2018 budget prior to the
annual meeting.
3) Nominations/election of Vice
President and Secretary of the Parish
Council to replace Ginny Hood and
Cathy Wilkalis. Council members are
encouraged to suggest possible nominee candidates to Fr John to ensure
eligibility.

NEW BUSINESS
None
Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, November 14, 6:00 pm

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind us all
of those whom we love and miss and to spur us
to remember them in our daily prayers.

MONTH OF NOVEMBER
Jacquelyn George
November 6, 2002
LemLem Tekle
November 8, 2003
Mary Simkovich
November 9, 2011
Konstantin Zaiats
November 15, 1999
Jon Gregory
November 17, 1998
Krsto Rosich
November 19, 1993
Daniel Filimon
November 20, 1999
Theresa Wilkinson
November 21, 2002
Scott Irving Dotson
November 25, 1991
FATHER STEPHEN’S CORNER
Nominal Christianity is
No Christianity
In our last adult class of the month of
October, we spoke about two short
parables titled, “Tower Builder and
the King who would go to war.” The
themes of these two parables are the
preparedness that all Orthodox Chris•6•

tians must have in order to be saved
and how it is clear that in order to be a
follower or disciple of Christ one must
be fully committed. They must be, as
they say in sports, 100% committed to
the game and to the team.
These parables, while short (5 lines
long combined), really express what
we need to be as followers of Christ,
but in today’s day and age, there are
many who don’t really take their faith
all that serious. These people, who can
be for the sake of argument, referred
to as nominal Christians, consider the
Church a kind of social institution,
a club, a religious association, or a
national identity.
They don’t care much for the teachings of the Church, or its Tradition,
or in some cases its leadership, but remain solely for the fact that it is a place
of belonging. In a way, the nominal
Christian treats the Church as a kind
of security blanket, thinking that if “I
stay a member, God will reward me for
my good, moral life.”
And it has become clear, while harsh
this might sound, those members that
do not really live within the perspective that the Church and Christ is
where they really work out their salvation — not the world — that will gradually lead them to agnosticism (doubting God’s existence) and atheism
(believing there is no God), or even
more so as secular, ailing members of
the Church. Ultimately, what ends up
occurring is that those people, in the
words of another parable (The Ten
Virgins), find their lamps without any
oil when Christ returns on this earth.
Yet, without sounding too harsh, or
even judgmental (which is not my
intention, as in many ways, all of us,
clergy and laity alike act at times like
nominal Christians when we put our
focus on the world and not on God),

I wanted to bring this month’s reflection to this idea of what happens when
we do forget that the Church is the
spiritual hospital and not a sort of
social club that we happen to belong
to. It is always good to remember and
remind ourselves of this little factoid
but also that Christ is our Physician
and we are His patients. In dedicating ourselves to Him and working in
His Name, all of us are in a process of
being healed.
In this context, the Church isn’t a
nationalistic entity. Rather, it becomes
our place of pastoral care and regardless of where we are at, can heal our
spiritual illness. St. Paul speaks of not
being conformed to this world, but
being transformed by renewing our
minds. It is there that we may prove
that what is good and acceptable is the
will of God. Our faithful relationship
to Him changes who we are in this
world.
When we recognize that little factor,
we are identified and shaped by His

commandments and His mind, by
virtue of His Grace. So that even when
there is this notion, for us who may be
more active in the life of the Church
and where we may fall down at times
becoming a nominal Christian, that
the purpose of this life — my life — is
to become a citizen of the Kingdom
of God. In order for us to dwell in the
Kingdom, to obtain salvation, and be
with our loving God, is to transform
ourselves in such a way as not to live
by our own ideals, but to change
ourselves and as a result, be changed
by God. Salvation ultimately means
to be deified, becoming like God, as
a personal transformation; that as we
are more united to and with God, we
ever more experience His presence in
our lives.
It is so tempting today to live the
nominal life. To simply be a “good”
person, do the right things, follow
the law, and not harm anyone. This
is especially true in our current age
where there is so much wealth and
we can all live good, stable, and long

lives filled with much happiness and
joy. However, Christ has called us out
of this world to become citizens of a
better world.
The Kingdom begins now, in this life,
where the way we live affects where we
will be once it has reached its fullness
at the Second Coming. So I offer this
as a challenge, especially as we go
into the holiday season, to work even
harder to live as a better Christian. Be
a good steward. Be a servant to others.
Tithe to the Church and aid the needy.
Give time and talents to the Church.
Come to more services and take those
prayers more seriously. Learn and
read the Scriptures every day. Make
repentance and forgiveness a part of
your daily routine. Lastly, live your life
with a sense of zeal and energy to follow after Christ; where you have such
a level of passion and love for God that
you are willing to put Him first in your
life, striving every day to break free of
any kind of nominal existence.

The Entrance of the Theotokos • Saint Gregory Palamas
...the choice of the future Mother of God, beginning with the very sons of Adam and proceeding through all the generations of time, through the Providence of God, passes to the
Prophet-king David and the successors of his kingdom and lineage. When the chosen time
had come, then from the house and posterity of David, Joachim and Anna are chosen by
God. Though they were childless, they were by their virtuous life and good disposition the
finest of all those descended from the line of David.And when in prayer they besought God
to deliver them from their childlessness, and promised to dedicate their child to God from
its infancy. By God Himself, the Mother of God was proclaimed and given to them as a child,
so that from such virtuous parents the all-virtuous child would be raised.So in this manner,
chastity joined with prayer came to fruition by producing the Mother of virginity, giving
birth in the flesh to Him Who was born of God the Father before the ages.
Now, when Righteous Joachim and Anna saw that they had been granted their wish, and that the divine promise to them was
realized in fact, then they on their part, as true lovers of God, hastened to fulfill their vow given to God as soon as the child
had been weaned from milk. They have now led this truly sanctified child of God, now the Mother of God, this Virgin into
the Temple of God. And She, being filled with Divine gifts even at such a tender age, ... She, rather than others, determined
what was being done over Her. In Her manner She showed that She was not so much presented into the Temple, but that She
Herself entered into the service of God of her own accord, as if she had wings, striving towards this sacred and divine love. She
considered it desirable and fitting that she should enter into the Temple and dwell in the Holy of Holies.

•7•

